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Dick  Thompson  installing  the  Tapioloa  Park  memorial  with  the 

ASSISTANCE  OF  HIS  BROTHER  DeNNY,  ON  THE  LEFT.  SEE  STORY  ON  PAGE  41. 


In'  I  his  Issue  . . . 

According  to  O.  K.  Atwood,  former  City  Auditor  and  Treasurer, 
approximately  seven  hundred  graves  still  remain  in  Hillside  Cemetery 
on  Niagara  and  15th  streets  in  Astoria.  Burials  took  place  from  the 
early  1870s  to  about  1900.  In  these  years  Astoria  grew  from  a  small 
farming  community  to  a  city  approximately  the  same  size  as  it  is  now, 
exporting  enough  canned  salmon  that  nearly  a  dozen  men  could  call 
themselves  capitalists.”  Residents  then  were  too  busy  making  a  living 
to  be  concerned  about  the  condition  of  the  cemetery,  neglecting  it  from 
the  start.  Now,  finally,  we  can  be  proud  of  this  place  and  walk  through 
without  viewing  open  coffins  or  stepping  on  slithering  hordes  of  snakes. 
This  is  the  story  of  Hillside  Cemetery,  interspersed  with  bits  of  humor. 

— The  Editor 
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Dick  Ihompson  ot  Astoria  tiranite  Works  with  one  ot 
the  many  markers  they  or  the  business  made. 


CUMTVX:  Chinook  jargon: 
“To  know...  to  inforni" 


CCHS  Abstract  of  Title  Acc#  1S.00I.04S 


Incorporation  of  Astoria 

by  the  Editor 


AT. 


HEN  WAS  Astoria  incorporated? 
1856, 1873  or  1876? 

The  Oregon  Alnianae  and  Book 
of  Facts  for  1961-1962,  Bintord  and 
Mort  Publishers,  1961,  says  it  was 
1876.  Emma  Gene  Miller’s  1958  book 
Clatsop  County,  Oregon:  Its  History, 
Legends  and  Industries,  gives  an  1876 
date,  reporting  that  “Tlie  city  council- 
men  tor  Astoria  met  on  June  6,  1876, 
shortly  after  i  ncorporation  ot  the  town. 
C.j.  Trenchard  was  elected  president 
and  other  members  of  the  committee 
were  James  Taylor,  W.  W.  Parker, 
James  Welch,  and  Conrad  Boelling. 
The  first  man  to  be  mayor  of  Astoria 
was  William  F.  Kippen,  who  took  of¬ 


fice  in  August,  1873.”  Tliese  two  sources 
appear  to  be  in  error  in  regard  to  the 
date  of  incorporation. 

The  Oregon  State  Government 
Printing  Office  in  1858  printed  a 
book  which  included  Laws  of  a  special 
Nature.  On  page  three  was  “AN  ACT 
to  incorporate  the  Town  ot  Astoria” 
(1856).  On  page  98  and  99  ot  this 
same  book  was  “AN  ACT  to  amend 
an  act  passed  January  18th,  1856,  to 
incorporate  tlie  town  of  Astoria.”  This 
amended  act  dated  to  1858.  A  copy  of 
this  Oregon  State  Printing  Oftice  book 
is  at  the  Heritage  Museum.  In  1873, 
the  Charter  ot  the  Town  ot  Astoria 
and  Rules  and  Regulations  tor  the 
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Map  showing  area  of  Shively  and  Adair’s  land  claims. 
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Ciovernincnt  ot  the  Common  Council 
was  printed.  An  old  copy  ol  this  book 
was  located  in  the  Special  Collection 
of  the  Lib  rary  at  the  University  of 
Washington  in  Seattle  (N  79.541  34c 
1873).  1  here  may  be  other  acts  or 
amendments  to  the  Astoria  Lowm/ 
City  Charter  in  this  time  period  that  1 
am  not  aware  of. 

1856  Act 

Ibe  1856  act  defined  the  boundaries 
ot  the  town  ot  Astoria.  It  stated  that 
the  government  ot  the  town  would  be 
vested  in  a  board  ot  five  trustees,  then 
listed  their  tunctions  and  described 
the  rules  ot  operation  of  the  board. 

Section  two  of  this  act  stated,  “'Ilie 
inhabitants  ot  the  town  ot  Astoria, 
within  the  limits  above  described, 
shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  consti¬ 
tuted  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  in 
fact  and  in  law,  by  the  name  and  style 
of  the  ‘‘'Lown  ot  Astoria,”  and  by  that 
name  they  and  their  successors  shall 
be  known  in  law,  and  have  perpetual 
succession,  sue  and  be  sued,  plead 
and  be  impleaded,  detend  and  be 
defended,  in  all  courts  ot  law  and  in 
all  actions  whatsoever,  may  purchase, 
hold  and  receive  property,  real  and 
personal,  within  said  town,  tor  public 
buildings,  school  purposes  and  town 
improvements,  may  lease,  sell  and 
dispose  of  the  same,  tor  the  benefit  ot 
the  limits  of  the  town,  to  be  used  tor 
burial  purposes,  and  tor  the  reception 
ot  persons  affected  with  contagious 
or  other  diseases,  and  for  work-houses 


and  houses  of  correction,  and  for  the 
construction  ot  water-works  to  supply 
the  town  with  tresh  water,  and  may 
lease,  sell  and  dispose  of  the  same  for 
the  benefit  ot  the  town,  and  they  shall 
have  and  use  a  common  seal,  and  alter 
and  break  the  same  and  make  a  new 
one  at  pleasure.” 

1858  Act 

Tlie  January  25,  1858  amended  act 
only  redefined  the  limits  of  the  town 
ot  Astoria. 

1875  Act 

The  1873  charter  of  Astoria  was 
described  in  the  book  as  being  “AN 
AC  r  I’o  incorporate  the  Town  of 
Astoria.”  In  this  book,  each  original 
amendment  from  1856  was  listed, 
followed  by  the  1873  amendment.  Ihe 
1873  charter  makes  no  mention  ot  the 
1858  amendment.  One  ot  the  most 
important  changes  was  the  provi¬ 
sion  for  the  replacement  ot  the  five 
trustees  by  a  Mayor,  si.x  Councilmen,  a 
Recorder,  a  Marshal,  a  Treasurer  and  a 
Commissioner  ot  Streets  and  Harbor. 

Ihe  description  ot  the  town  limits 
also  changed. 

18^6  Act 

An  article  in  an  Astoria  newspaper 
dated  October  28,  1876  reports  that 
the  Oregon  legislature  enacted  a  new 
"city”  charter.  Ihe  word  “city”  is  in 
italics  in  the  original.  It  states  that  its 
provisions  have  been  borrowed  from 
those  of  Portland  and  San  Francisco. 
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This  act  further  extends  the  bound¬ 
aries  ot  the  city. 

A  letter  to  the  Astorian  newspaper 
ot  December  2,  1S76  mentions  the  let¬ 
ter  from  S.F.  Chadwick,  Secretary  ot 
State,  in  which  he  jokes  about  the  size 
ofthe  charter.  “It  is  immense.” 

Two  years  later  a  ditierent  view  was 
given  in  an  article  in  a  local  paper  ot 
February  i6,  1878  which  said,  “We  do 
not  have  any  city  government  here 
and  do  not  need  any.  No  arrests  are 
made  here,  tor  everybody  seems  to 
be  sober,  quiet  and  industrious.  We 
have  a  justice  ot  the  peace,  but  he  has 
not  made  enough  out  ot  the  office  yet 
to  pay  tor  his  docket  book.  We  had  a 
constable  once  but  he  resigned  anci 
left — cause,  want  cat  business.” 

Was  the  reason  that  the  date  of  in¬ 
corporation  was  reported  as  1876  lie  in 
the  use  ot  the  terms  “city”  and  “town”? 
Possibly.  The  charter  of  1873,  itself  is 
titled  “Charter  ot  the  Town  of  Astoria.” 
The  change  to  the  mayoral  form  of 
government  in  1873  appears  not  to  have 
been  a  sufficient  reason  to  warrant  the 
term  “city.”  Ordinances  dating  to  1875 
and  1876  began,  “THE  PEOPLE  OE 
THE  TOWN  OE  Astoria  do  ordain 
as  tollows...”  In  1877,  the  term  “city” 
is  used  in  place  of  “town”  in  these 
ordinances.  However  an  article  from 
an  Astoria  paper  ofjuly  3,  1873  refers 
to  a  “City  Recorder”  and  one  from  May 
22,  1875  refers  to  a  “City  Treasurer.” 

Note  1:  The  minutes  for  the  town 
ol  Astoria  begin  in  1856.  We  have  a 
typed  copy  at  the  Heritage  Museum. 


Tlie  original  is  at  the  Astoria  Public 
Library. 

Note  2:  A  general  relerence  tor 
the  history  of  Clatsop  County  is 
Emma  Gene  Miller’s  book  Clatsop 
County,  Oregon,  Its  History,  Legends 
and  Industries,  published  in  1958  by 
Billfolds  &  Mort,  Portland,  Oregon. 
There  are  occasional  errors  in  the 
book.  One  error  is  in  regard  to  the 
incorporation  of  Astoria.  On  page 
132,  Miller  writes:  “The  city  council- 
men  for  Astoria  met  on  June  6,  1876, 
shortly  alter  incorporation  ol  the 
town.  C.J.Trenchard  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  and  other  members  ol  the  council 
were  James  Taylor,  W.W.  Parker, 
James  Welch,  and  Conrad  Boelling. 
Tlie  first  man  to  be  mayor  was  William 
F.  Kippen,  who  took  office  in  August 
1873.” 

Miller  may  not  have  had  access 
to  the  record  book  Astoria  Town 
Minutes,  1856  to  1S71.  Tlie  date  of  the 
first  meeting  was  June  6th  1856,  not 
1876  and  begins:  “The  members  of  the 
corporate  body  of  the  Town  of  Astoria 
met  and  organized  on  the  6th.  James 
Taylor  chosen  President  pro  tern  in  the 
chair.”  Dr.  Trenchard  was  then  chosen 
president  by  the  other  council  mem¬ 
bers  who  were  (Wilder  W.)  Parker, 
Conrad  Boelling,  James  Welch,  and 
James  Taylor.  In  1873  the  town  adopted 
the  mayoral  form  of  government  with 
William  F.  Kippen,  Mayor.  Emma 
Gene  Miller  had  scrambled  the  two 
incorporations  of  Astoria  together. 
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C  AL  Si:  ()I  Dl  ,\  l  IIS  I  ROM  18-5-1890 
A  I  III!  I  SIDi:  PlOM.KR  ChMKIHK^, 
AsIORIA,  ORtX.ON 

by  the  Editor 


yoYCK  Morrkli.’s  obituary  book 
[gives  the  cause  ot  death  tor  213  peo¬ 
ple  buried  at  the  Hillside  Pioneer 
Cemetery  in  Astoria  on  Niagara  St. 
Not  included  are  the  more  infrequent 
causes  ot  death,  this  breaks  down  as 
tollows: 

71  drowned 

13  other  accidents 

6  suicides 

6  murders 

28  heart  disease 

28  consumption 

30  childhood  diseases 

14  typhoid  fever 

7  bowel  and  stomach  disorders 

3  strokes 

3  cancer 

2  paralysis 

2  itright's  disease 

the  average  age  at  death  tor  those 
buried  in  the  I  lillside  Cemetery  trom 
1875-1890  was  close  to  20.  Phis  was 
due  to  the  many  babies  buried  here. 
“Only  one  short  year  ago,  our  tirst 
horn  son  was  laid  to  rest  and  now  our 
second  darling  tollows  to  join  with  him 
among  the  blest,"  reads  one  notice  m 


the  newspaper,  'fhere  were  people  here 
in  their  70s  and  80s,  but  they  were  few. 

All  the  drowning  victims  were  men. 
this  was  a  common  cause  of  death; 
most  were  fishermen.  Some  were  said 
to  have  been  patrons  of  the  whiskey 
scows  that  operated  on  the  river. 

Heart  disease  was  often  a  disease 
ot  the  young,  not  just  the  old,  prob¬ 
ably  due  to  exposure  to  diseases  that 
damage  the  vital  organs,  such  as 
rheumatic  tever,  and  to  the  physical 
stresses  the  people  endured,  laboring 
long  hours  at  hard  work.  Iheir  diets 
were  high  in  tats  and  salt,  salt  being 
used  as  a  preservative.  At  times  they 
had  barely  enough  nourishment  to 
survive.  They  were  also  exposed  to 
cold  and  wet  conditions  tor  long 
periods  and  sometimes  to  excessive 
heat,  the  zealous  germ-tighters  ot  the 
1920s  were  still  decades  away  trom 
doing  their  good  work,  there  were  no 
satistactory  support  systems  to  help 
those  who  were  sick.  It  one  wanted 
to  eat,  one  had  to  work,  there  were  a 
tew  indigents  who  received  a  pension 
from  the  county,  hut  they  were  usually 
farmed  out  by  the  county  to  work  tor 
families  who  sometimes  attempted  to 
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Image  courtesy  of  Jane  Hili 


profit  by  skimping  on  their  food  and 
other  necessities. 

Tlie  need  tor  some  sort  ot  support 
system  to  aid  the  sick  was  responsible 
in  part  tor  the  increase  in  membership 
ot  organizations  in  the  i88os  and  1890s, 
such  as  the  Finnish  Brotherhood, 
which  were  first  ot  all,  beneficial 
societies,  and  secondarily,  social  ones. 
Tliey  provided  insurance  money  tor 
the  sick  and  funerals  tor  those  who 
died. 

Consumption  in  those  years  con¬ 
tinued  to  rage  through  the  population. 
In  Astoria,  whole  families  died  from 
the  disease.  Wealth  was  no  protection 
although  it  enabled  some  family  mem¬ 
bers  to  take  trips  to  southern  desert 
resorts  that  advertised  in  Astoria 
newspapers. 


Accidents  were  common.  Just 
attempting  to  get  from  the  top  ot 
the  hill  to  the  business  section  could 
result  in  sliding  or  tumbling  down  the 
muddy  wooden  planks.  Brief  notices 
in  the  newspaper  warned  about  rot¬ 
ten  planking  on  the  docks  and  places 
where  there  was  no  railing  to  prevent 
someone  falling  into  the  river  in  the 
dark  of  night. 

There  were  no  automobiles  to 
raise  the  accidental  death  numbers, 
but  run-away  horses  were  a  common 
hazard  to  those  seated  in  the  wagon  the 
horse  was  attached  to  and  those  who 
found  themselves  in  danger  ot  being 
run  down. 

Death  was  everpresent  in  the  “good 
olci  days.” 


Drowned  man  being  pulled  erom  the  river  onto  the  dock  above. ca.  1900 
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f  rom  the  Haily  Astonan  newspaper  on  January  15, 1^84  on  pai^e 


Hk  |.\c:i  I 

(Here  Lies) 

Frosty  sidewalk, 
White  and  slick 
Man  in  ulster, 
Walking  quick 
Hands  in  pwckets 
Elbow-deep 
Starts  down  hill 
Exceeding  steep. 
Heel  strikes  nailhead. 
Upward  flies, 
Man  like  V 
With  bulging  eyes 
I  lands  in  pockets 
Won’t  conie  out; 
Awful  nionient — 

/  lope  and  doubt. 

I  lope  abandoned, 
Doubt  dis-spelled 
Inquest  at 

B.  B.  Erankliti’s  held. 


Notes: 

Coat  with  vertically  cut  slash  pockets 
Streets  were  nuule  of  wood  planks  nailed  together. 

E.  E.  Eranklin  was  a  Clatsop  County  coroner  with  his  office  in  .Astoria,  out 
ivest  of  the  SU'iornt'r  of  doth  and  Commercial  Streets. 
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Drawing  of  Astoria,  from  the  Harper's  Weekly  magazine  of  May  3,  1868 


l-rom  the  I  ri-\Veekly  Astorian  October  lO,  iSji,  pa^e  2 


C)\  I  K  riii;  Molm  ains 


/"INK o’clock  I N  the  morning — you 
^  \are  sifting  on  your  horse  near  upper 
Astoria. 

Ihe  air  is  pleasant  and  warm,  the 
sun  is  bright,  you  catch  the  scent  of  the 
Hr  trees;  and  as  you  look  dowm  upon 
the  hay,  and  gaze  tar  oft  to  the  Cape, 
you  can  almost  imagine  that  you  hear 
the  roll  and  ripple  of  the  waves  upon 
the  beach.  And  you  know  that  the 
ocean  to-day  is  in  his  gentle  mood,  and 
that  he  is  singing  his  wondrous  song 
of  sympathy — a  .song  more  wonderful 
than  the  gift  of  tongues;  tor  the  song  is 
ot  joy  and  triumph  to  the  exalting  and 
happy,  and  a  weird  dirge  expressing 
unutterable  sadness  to  the  heart¬ 
broken  and  disconsolate.  But  there  is 
no  ripple  on  the  bay — spacious,  and 
beautiful. 

You  look  across,  that  was  a  visual 
leap  often  miles;  down  to  the  C^ipe 
fifteen  miles  at  a  glance.  Ihe  distant 
hills  across  the  bay  are  not  covered 
with  grass. 

You  see  the  even  curves  of  dark 
green  rolling  off  into  purple,  and  you 
know  that  you  are  glancing  along  the 
topsofan  interminable  forest  of  fir,  But 
on  the  surface  of  the  bay,  the  reflected 
sun  beams  dance  and  glisten;  the 
heavens  you  know  are  shadowed  in 


the  water’s  depths,  but  though  you  can 
see  the  flash  of  the  light  the  shadows 
do  not  reach  you. 

Down  to  the  left  is  the  little-town, 
the  oldest  town  in  Oregon  —  the 
chosen  place  of  those  who  had  the 
choice  ot  all. 

On  the  top  ot  that  hill,  back  of  the 
little  town,  are  stones  from  which  you 
can  learn  that  the  beautiful  bay  is  not 
always  so  bright  and  placid  as  you  see  it 
now;  tor  the  stones  tell  of  the  dead  that 
lie  beneath,  and  ot  winds  and  waves 
between  yon  hazy  shore  and  the  one 
just  at  your  feet.  Out  in  the  bay,  so  far 
that  on  a  dark  day  you  could  scarcely 
distinguish  the  object  from  a  black 
rock,  the  brightening  sun  reveals  the 
bulk  ot  a  ruined  vessel. 

You  have  heard  the  story  ot  the 
Sylvia  [U.S.  packet  ship  Sylvie  lie 
(I’nis.'ic].  vStrange  coincidence:  loaded 
with  the  spoils  of  the  woods  ot  which 
her  name  proclaimed  her  a  deity.  You 
revert  to  her  story;  what  content  was 
in  her  cabin,  what  mirth  on  her  decks, 
what  cheerfulness  in  her  forecastle, 
what  visions  ot  loved  ones  soon  to  be 
encircled  by  loving  arms,  and  made 
glad  bv  golden  treasures.  Ihere  she 
stands  now,  preaching  night  and  day 
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the  ruin  ot  her  hopes,  and  the  burden 
of  her  desolation. 

And  her  silent  inarticulate  utterance 
speaks  more  audibly  to  your  heart  ot 
dangers  hidden  and  unseen,  ot  the  vanity 
of  human  hopes  and  wishes,  than  any 
Plymouth  pulpit  or  deep-toned  service 
of  cathedral.  You  are  in  the  shade  ot  the 
tall  trees  which  rise  up  behind  you — gi¬ 
gantic  and  dilated.  A  passing  thought 
suggests  that  the  treshness  of  the  morn¬ 
ing  will  soon  give  place  to  the  sultriness 
ot  mid-day;  but  as  you  turn  you  catch  a 
glimpse  ot  the  cirrus  moving  landward 
and  you  know  that  the  heat  ot  the  sun  is 
to  be — tempered  by  the  breeze  of  sea. 
Betore  advancing  into  the  wood  your 
sight  ranges  along  the  line  where  stands 


the  forest  like  a  mighty  host  embattled 
before  you. 

You  select  one  tree  trom  that  count¬ 
less  multitude  and  ride  up  close  beside 
it.  Tliere  is  a  royal  grandeur  about  it  that 
proclaims  it  kingamongthe  mighty.  You 
throw  yourself  tar  back  in  your  saddle, 
and  strive  to  see  the  topmost  branches. 

You  are  startled  by  the  thought  that 
this  was  a  large  tree  when  Columbus 
landed  at  the  Bahamas.  You  look  at  it 
again,  it  is  green  and  sound,  what  an 
ephemeron  you  are!  Tire  thought  has 
done  you  good;  into  your  heart  is  intuseci 
a  profound  feeling  of  humility.  Ah!  Tliis 
old  shaggy  tree  needs  no  laying  on  of 
hands,  no  jeweled  stole  to  justify  the 
lesson  that  he  teaches. 

THULAH>#^> 


The  U.S.  ship  Sylvie  de  Grasse  [occasionally:  Silvie  or  Sylvia],  was  built 
at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  by  D.  &  H.  Burgess  in  1833,  for  the  Old  Line 
(later  called  the  Union  Line)  of  sailing  packets  between  New  York  and 
Le  Havre.  641  tons;  140  ft  6  in  x  31  ft  8  in  x  15  ft  10  in  (length  x  beam  x 
depth  of  hold). 

She  was  named  after  Sylvie  de  Grasse,  daughter  of  the  French  admiral 
who  had  made  possible  the  American  victory  at  Yorktown,  and  wife  of 
Francis  Depau,  a  native  of  Bayonne,  France,  who  had  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  byway  of  Haiti,  and  was  the  co-founder  and  principal  owner 
of  the  Old  Line. 

The  vessel  was  sold  for  California  in  1848,  and  in  September  1849  struck 
a  sand  bar  near  Tongue  Point  in  the  Columbia  River  with  nearly  a  half 
million  feet  of  lumber  aboard. 

Source:  Robert  Greenhalgh  Albion,  Square-Riggers  on  Schedule; 
The  New  York  Sailing  Packets  to  England,  France,  and  the  Cotton  Ports 
(Princeton:  Princeton  University  Press,  1938),  pp.  104,  284. 
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Hll  1  SIDF,  PlONEKR  ChMI  THRY 

by  the  Editor 


Introduction 

'ORE  THAN  144  years  have  passed 
since  the  words  ot  the  unknown 
author  Ihulah  (a  pseudonym)  were 
printed  in  the  I'n-Wcekly  Astoruin. 
Ihere  have  been  many  changes,  but 
m  some  ways  much  remains  tlie  same. 
Ihe  stunning  view  remains;  the  cape 
and  the  dark  mountains  on  the  tar  side 
and  the  river  wliose  unseen  danger 
still  catches  the  unwary.  At  the  top  of 
the  hill  in  Astoria,  the  stones  at  the 
cemetery  remind  us  of  the  hundreds 
ot  people  who  still  lie  there. 

Ihe  cemetery  on  15th  and  Niagara 
we  now  know  as  Astoria  Pioneer 
Cemetery,  or  just  1  lillside,  is  old,  dat¬ 
ing  hack  to  the  iS6os.  It  was  actually 
the  third  cemetery  tor  the  immigrants 
w'ho  reached  this  western  point.  Ihe 
earliest  cluster  of  Astoria  burials  left 
no  records  hut  is  believed  to  have 
been  located  on  the  east  end  ot  the 
block  where  the  Heritage  Museum 
stands.  Prior  burials  were  scattered 
throughout  the  settlement.  Ihe  second 
cemetery  was  located  on  14th  Street 
on  the  block  above  the  Star  ot  the  Sea 
school. 

Ihe  mortality  schedule  ot  the  1850 
census  lists  deaths,  but  it  is  unknown 
where  these  people  were  buried. 
Isolated  burial  places  found  around 
Astoria  had  been  considered  sut- 


hcient  until  the  population  numbers 
suddenly  grew  through  the  1860s  and 
1870s.  'fliis  change  was  brought  about 
by  the  development  of  the  salmon  can¬ 
ning  industry  and  its  ever  increasing 
need  tor  more  workers.  Others  came 
believing  Astoria  would  be  the  com¬ 
mercial  distribution  point  for  goods 
to  and  trom  the  north  coast,  the  “New 
York  ot  the  West.” 

I'rom  a  population  of498  in  Clatsop 
County  in  i860,  the  population  rose 
to  1255  in  1870,  then  to  7222  in  1880. 
Fishing  on  a  tour  and  a  half  mile  wide 
river  was  hazardous  work  and  drown- 
ings  were  every  day  occurrences  in 
fishing  season.  An  increase  in  popula¬ 
tion  resulted  m  the  quicker  spread  ot 
diseases.  A  water  supply  contaminated 
by  sewage  added  to  the  health  risks. 
Health  care  was  primitive  in  those 
days  and  the  cause  of  disease  was  not 
well  understood.  Suicides  and  murders 
were  prett  y  common.  Ihe  need  tor  ever 
larger  cemeteries  became  obvious. 

The  Astoria  town  minutes  show 
that  the  .Astoria  town  trustees  were 
forced  to  deal  with  more  pressing 
concerns:  the  construction  ot  the 
streets,  the  issuing  ot  permits  tor  busi¬ 
ness  operations  and  building  wharts, 
the  regulation  ot  spirituous  liquors, 
tin  pin  alleys  and  billiard  tables,  taxing 
dogs,  regulating  the  fixture  ot  stove 
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pipes  and  other  sources  ot  tire  danger, 
appointing  a  city  marshal,  regulating 
theater  performances,  stopping  swine 
and  cows  running  loose,  and  providing 
a  school  tor  children.  As  a  result,  the 
need  for  a  cemetery  received  little 
attention  and  was  constantly  put  oti. 

Astoria  in  the  1850s  was  composed 
mainly  ot  tour  donation  land  claims. 
On  the  west  from  1st  to  13th  street  was 
john  McClure’s  claim.  Tliis  was  the 
location  ot  the  county  courthouse.  On 
the  east  end  was  lohn  Adair’s  claim 
where  the  Custom  House  was  located. 
In  between  Adair’s  and  McClure’s 
claims  was  the  claim  ot  John  Shively. 
Shively  claimed  the  land  first,  then  he 
and  James  Welch  entered  into  a  sort  of 
partnership  over  the  land  claim,  then 
tought  a  long  legal  battle  over  the  prop¬ 
erty,  finally  forced  to  settle  by  choosing 
certain  blocks  and  taking  over  the 
rest  in  alternate  blocks.  Tlieir  claim 
however  is  still  known  as  Shively’s 
Astoria.  After  the  battle  was  resolved 
John  Shively  became  the  owner  of 
Block  55  and  92  and  James  Welch  was 
the  owner  of  Block  93  and  120.  Except 
tor  Block  120,  the  others  were  under 
consideration  for  Astoria’s  cemetery 
in  the  1850s  to  1870s. 

The  Astoria  town  minutes  begin 
in  1856  after  the  incorporation  of 
Astoria.  They  give  some  idea  of  the 
struggle  to  find  a  location  tor  a  cem¬ 
etery.  Note  that  it  is  not  clear  if  the 
town  minutes  are  referring  to  Block 
55  (on  14th  &  Irving)  or  Block  93  (on 
15th  &  Niagara).  Block  93  is  three 


blocks  above  Block  55.  Both  are  on  the 
west  line  of  Shively’s  Astoria,  nearly 
inaccessible  and  probably  considered 
useless  for  anything  else  in  the  1860s, 
while  the  older  cemetery  on  Block  120 
on  the  waterfront  would  have  been 
considered  a  prime  building  spot  tor 
wharfs. 

Astoria  Town  Minutes 
[As  written] 

[Tlie  first  town  othcers  chosen  were 
Curtis  J.  Trenchard,  W.  W.  Parker, 
James  Welch,  James  Taylor  and 
Conrad  Boelling.  Doctor  Curtis 
J.  Trenchard  was  chosen  president  of 
the  trustees.] 

August  4, 1856: 

Mr,  Parker  presented  a  resolution  as 
following:  Resolved  that  a  committee  oftwo 
be  appointed  who  shall  select  and  report 
at  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Board 
a  suitable  location  for  a  cemetery  for  the 
town  of  Astoria,  and  also  report  a  plan  and 
the  expense  of  improving  the  same  which 
resolution  was  adopted  by  the  following 
vote,  Parker,  Boelling  and  Welch. 

August  i8, 1856: 

Mr.  Parker  &  Welch  the  committee  to 
report  on  the  selection  of  a  place  etc.  for 
a  cemetery  for  the  town  of  Astoria  made 
their  report  that  they  had  found  a  suitable 
situation.  [This  was  probably  Block  55.]  For 
a  better  review  of  the  city  for  a  cemetery 
Mr.  Welch  moved  that  one  more  be  added 
to  the  committee  to  examine  and  report  in 
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full  to  the  next  meeting.  Mr.  Taylor  then  was 
appointed  to  further  time  granted. 

Sept  i  i8s6: 

The  committee  on  obtaining  and  select¬ 
ing  land  for  a  cemetery  for  the  town  of 
Astoria  made  a  report  which  report  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  was  referred  again  to 
the  said  committee  to  make  a  further  report 
thereon.  Mr.  Taylor,  Parker  &  Boelling  and 
said  report  was  referred. 

[Two  years  and  eight  months  later 

the  council  tried  again.] 

May  2, 18S9: 

Messers.  Parker,  Badollet  &  Boelling 
were  appointed  to  a  committee  to  ascertain 
where  would  be  the  most  suitable  site  for 
a  cemetery. 

June  6, 1859: 

Committee  formed  to  ascertain  the  most 
suitable  site  for  a  cemetery  reactivated. 


The  board  adjourned  while  discussing  the 
cemetery  when  the  steamer  Multnomah 
was  heard  to  arrive. 

July  4, 1859: 

The  committee  to  which  had  been 
referred  the  matter  of  selecting  a  more 
suitable  place  for  cemetery  and  of  opening 
a  road  to  the  same  made  a  report  recom¬ 
mending  that  no  further  action  of  the  Board 
be  had  at  this  time  for  the  reason  that  no 
other  and  better  place  could  be  secured  and 
improved  without  more  expense  than  could 
be  afforded.  Report  accepted. 

[And  again,  two  years  and  ten 
months  later.] 

May  3, 1862: 

Voted  that  a  special  committee  be  ap¬ 
pointed  with  a  view  of  obtaining  a  suitable 
place  for  a  cemetery  for  the  Town,  said 
committee  were  Messrs.  Hubbard,  Adams 
and  Ross. 


SIDE  WHEELER  \iULTSOM  AH  BUILT  1851,  SERVEDON  THEWiLLAMETTE  RIVER. 
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John  Shively 


Julyz  1862: 

Mr.  Adams,  from  the  Committee  on 
Cemetery  reported  that  they  had  examined 
the  ground  proposed  to  be  dedicated  to 
that  use,  and  also  the  proposed  road  way 
to  the  same,  and  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  ground  is  the  most  suitable  of  any  for 
the  purpose,  and  the  road  was  the  easiest 
and  best,  and  it  is  desirable  to  secure  them 
without  further  delay.  But  as  the  funds  to 
clear  the  ground,  and  make  the  road  must  be 
furnished  by  the  citizens  either  by  taxation  or 
voluntary  subscription,  they  recommended 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Recorder  be  directed 
to  give  public  notice,  requesting  the  citizens 
of  the  town  and  vicinity  to  meet  at  the  School 
House  on  Saturday  next,  July  12th,  at  6  o'clock 


P.M.  to  deliberate  on  the  subject  of  a  Public 
Cemetery,  and  give  to  the  Board  the  benefit 
of  their  advice,  which  report  and  resolution 
were  unanimously  adopted. 

[And  again,  one  year  and  ten 

months  later.] 

Mays,  1864: 

Mr.  Parker  presented  a  petition  from  the 
citizens  of  the  Town  asking  the  Board  to 
devise,  and  carry  through  to  accomplishment 
some  well  digested  plan  which  will  secure  to 
the  Town  ample  and  convenient  ground  for  a 
cemetery  for  permanent  use,  which  was  duly 
considered  and  a  committee  of  three  was 
appointed  for  that  purpose  to  wit.  Messrs. 
Parker,  Davidson  and  Goodwin. 

July  7, 1864: 

Charles  L.  Parker,  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Cemetery  reported  in  favor 
of  accepting  the  offer  of  J.  M.  Shively,  to  wit, 
to  give  to  the  town  of  Astoria  two  acres  of 
land  on  the  west  line,  and  dividing  ridge 
between  Astoria  and  Youngs  River  of  the 
said  Shively  land  claim  without  conditions, 
and  recommend  that  the  town  purchase  the 
balance,  necessary  to  make  a  lot  of  a  suitable 
size.  Which  report  was  by  vote  adopted. 

Jan.  s,  186s: 

Voted  that  the  Recorder  be  requested  to 
employ  John  Gearhart,  County  Surveyor,  to 
survey  out  five  acres  of  ground  for  a  cemetery 
for  the  Town  of  Astoria. 
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April  24,  i86s: 

A  deed  from  James  Welch,  for  Block  no 
(93)  in  Shivelys  Astoria,  for  the  purpose  of 
a  cemetery  for  the  Town  of  Astoria  was 
presented  and  a  motion  made  and  seconded 
to  accept  the  said  deed,  and  to  appropriate 
the  money  for  said  Block  of  land,  which  was 
laid  over  under  the  rule. 

Voted  that  sealed  proposals  be  invited, 
but  notices  posted  up  in  the  most  public 
places  in  this  Town  for  clearing  off  the  logs 
from  Block  No.  93  in  said  Town  of  Astoria,  said 
proposals  to  be  received  until  Thursday  the 
4th  day  of  May  next.  Voted  that  five  dollars 
be  given  for  the  best  plat  for  a  cemetery  on 
Block  No.  93,  said  block  being  three  hundred 
feet  square,  said  plat  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Board  ten  days  from  this  date.  A  bill  was 
presented  from  J.  W.  Gearhart  for  surveying 
ground  for  cemetery,  which  was  laid  over. 

May  4, 186s: 

Sealed  proposals  for  clearing  off  the 
ground  for  a  cemetery  for  the  Town  of  Astoria 
were  received. 

j.  W.  Gearharts  bill  for  surveying  Block 
93  for  a  cemetery,  for  the  Town  of  Astoria, 
amounting  to  ($33)  thirty  three  dollars,  and 
on  motion  it  was  voted  that  the  money 
be  appropriated  and  an  order  drawn  on 
the  Treasurer  for  the  amount.  Voted  that 
the  Deed  for  Block  No.  93  for  cemetery  be 
recorded  in  the  Recorders  office,  and  the  said 
deed  be  deposited  with  the  Town  Treasurer. 


Jam HS  Welch 


June  17, 186s: 

Voted  that  the  job  of  clearing  the  logs 
&c.  (etcetera)  from  the  cemetery  ground 
by  Frank  Earles  be  received  and  an  order  for 
the  money  be  drawn  on  the  town  treasury. 

July  11, 186s: 

H.  S.  Pike  act  for  platting  cemetery 
grounds  passed  &  ordered  paid  by  order 
in  treasurer  for  58.00.  Adjourned  to  meet 
Wednesday  evening  (12)  inst  in  order  to  hx 
price  &c  of  lots  of  cemetery  and  make  special 
order  of  session. 

July  i2lh  1865: 

On  motion  by  Hobson,  that  ten  dollars  be 
a  reasonable  price  for  each  lot  after  debating 
agreed:  former  motion  withdrawn.  The  price 
pr  (per)  lot  be  fifteen  dolls  [dollars]  for  the 
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- X 

James  ’..’elch 
To 


John  hi.  Shively. 

-  - X 


Quitclaim  Deed 
Book  "B"  pa(7e  165 
Dated  !'.ar,  IS,  1050 
Filed  Get.  6,  1855 
C ons id en  1 1  on  :  Valuable. 
V.itne.as,:  J.  Taylor. 


Kno'.’.'  all  men  by  these  Presents;  That  I,  James  ’  elch,  of 
Astoria,  in  the  Territory  of  Oref;’on,  remise,  release  and  forever  quit¬ 
claim  all  my  right,  title,  interest  claim  and  demand  both  at  lai.'  and 
equity,  and  as  .veil  in  expectancy  as  in  possesa.bon,  o^,  in  and  to  the 
following  described  tracts,  narcels  or  lots  of  land  situate  in  the 
County  of  Clatsop  and  Territory  d  aforesaid,  viz. 

Blocks  Number  1 , 2, 4, 6 ,8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26 , 88, 30, 32, 
34,36,38,40,42,44,46,48,50,52,55,57,59,61,63,65,67,69.71  ,73,75,77,79, 
81,03,85,87,50,  92,  94,  96,98,100,102,106,108,111,113,115,116,119,134, 
121,132,125,128,137,139,141,145,147,149,  Al.so  lots  number  1,  5,  and  6, 
in  Block  number  114,  in  the  Tov.n  of  Astoria,  in  said  County  of  Clot.son 
agreeable  to  the  survey  ond  plat  of  s-.id  Torn  of  Astoria  as  surveyed 
■and  laid  out  by  said  John  M.  Shively,  also  Block  143  in  said  Addition. 


TO  HAVE  Al,  D  TO  HOLD,  ETC. 


(Signed)  James  Welch,  (L.S. ) 


Quitclaim  Deed  fromJames  Welch  to  John  Shively.  The  shaded 

BLOCKS  BELOW  SHOW  THE  RESULTS  OF  THE  DIVISION. 

The  bottom  map  shows  onlythewest  portion  of  Shively’s  claim.  To 

THE  LEFT  OF  BlOCK  93  IS  14TH  STREET  AND  lyTH  ON  THE  RIGHT  OF  BlOCK  93. 
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lil.OCK  SS  WAS  RENUMHF.RF.n  BLOCK  155.  (bF.LOw) 
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N.  E.  quarter;  carried.  Motion  &  second  that 
Saturday  the  22nd  inst  the  said  lots  be  offered 
at  public  sale  by  posting  notices  of  same; 
under  direction  of  Street  commissioner. 

July  28, 1865 

Board  met  by  the  call  of  president.  Motion 
that  the  new  plat  of  cemetery  be  excepted 
[accepted]  instead  of  former  one  on  add; 
motion  &  declared  that  the  new  plat  be 
recorded  and  also  that  fifteen  dolls  be  the 
lowest  price  pr  lot,  and  the  N.E.  Quarter  be 
offered  at  public  sale  as  former  notis.  M  &  S 
[notice  moved  &  seconded]  that  the  Street 
Commissioner  be  authorized  to  sell  N.W. 
quarter  at  the  minimum  price  of  fifteen 
dollars. 

Septs,  t86s 

Motion  &  s.  that  H.  S.  Pike  bill  be  excepted 
[accepted]  of  $300  for  platting  drafting  plat. 


July  2nd  1867: 

A  petition  was  presented  by  J.  M.  Shively, 
asking  to  have  the  dead  bodies  removed 
from  the  old  grave  yard  [Block  55]  to  the 
new  one  [Block  93  -  Hillside],  on  motion, 
petition  was  laid  on  the  table.  [Evidently 
Shively  wanted  to  sell  the  land.] 

July  mh  1867: 

A  petition  was  presented  signed  by 
numerous  citizens  of  the  Town,  asking  to 
have  the  road  to  the  new  cemetery  improved 
or  a  new  one  opened.  Board  took  the  matter 
under  consideration  and  a  Resolution  was 
passed  authorizing  the  committee  on  Streets 
to  cause  to  be  made  a  good  practicable  road 
to  the  said  cemetery. 

July  5, 1870: 

Ordered  that  the  Recorder  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into,  and  collect  such  information 
relative  to  the  Astoria  Cemetery,  to  wit.  How 


SE  CORNER  OF  I4TH  AND  IrvING.  LOCATION  OF  EARLY  CEMETERY  ON  BLOCK  SS, 
Shively's  Astoria  presumably  emptied  of  bodies  in  1879. 
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many  lots  have  been  sold,  and  to  whom  sold. 
How  much  sold  for,  how  many  paid  for,  and 
whether  notes  have  been  given,  when  said 
notes  are  due.  By  whom  said  lots  have  been 
sold  and  whether  deeds  have  been  made, 
and  where  said  deeds  have  been  recorded, 
and  report  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  at  a 
subsequent  meeting. 

Sept  6, 1870: 

Recorder  reported  on  the  condition  of 
the  cemetery,  and  ordered  to  continue  the 
investigation  by  posting  notices  to  occupants 
or  claimants  to  appear  and  settle  for  their  lots 
by  note  at  ten  pr  cent  interest  or  by  payment 
in  money. 

Jan.  3, 1871: 

Minutes  of  the  two  last  meeting  read,  and 
the  minutes  of  the  meeting,  held  December 
6th  1870,  were  amended  by  adding  a  request 
by  J.  M.  Shively,  to  have  the  dead  bodies 
removed  from  the  old  grave  yard,  on  Block 
55  in  said  Town  and  also  a  bill  for  the  rent  of 
said  grave  yard  from  the  20th  January  1867 
to  the  present  date. 

To  recapitulate  -John  Shively  was 
willing  to  turn  over  Itlock  55  (above 
the  Catholic  Church  now)  to  the  town 
of  Astoria  for  a  cemetery,  the  town 
council  allowed  it  to  he  used  for  .several 
years  then  decided  to  use  Welch’s 
Block  93  (Hillside)  instead,  expect¬ 
ing  to  use  Block  92  that  Belonged  to 
Shively  for  an  overflow  of  graves,  if 
needed. 

In  1867,  Shively  asked  that  all  the 
Bodies  that  had  Been  put  into  Block 


55  Be  removed  so  he  could  sell  the 
land  tor  building  sites.  In  1871,  after 
no  response  from  the  town,  Shively 
demanded  that  the  Bodies  be  removed 
from  Block  55  and  he  be  paid  rent  By 
the  city  S234  for  the  use  of  his  land  for 
graves.  This  would  have  been  about 
$4,436  today. 

Bart  of  the  reason  for  the  delay  By 
the  city  Before  the  final  agreement 
could  Be  made  was  that  Before  a 
cemetery  could  Be  used,  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  arrange  tor  a  survey  and  a  plat 
of  the  land,  then  cutting  of  trees  and 
clearing  the  Brush.  Tlien  a  Sexton  had 
to  Be  hired  to  dig  the  graves  and  keep 
the  records.  All  this  was  a  Big  expense 
and  a  lot  of  responsibility  for  the  town’s 
trustees. 

What  happened  in  the  next  two 
years  is  unknow'ii  as  the  Astoria 
town  minutes  end  in  1871.  Two  years 
later,  Dewitt  Clinton  Ireland  came  to 
Astoria  to  publish  the  Weekly  Astonan 
and  later  the  Weekly  Astonan  and  the 
l">iiily  Astonan.  Our  information  about 
the  Astoria  cemeteries  comes  from  the 
newspapers. 

Note:  abbreviations  used  are  DA  = 

Daily  Astoruin,  UA  =  Weekly  Asto- 
nan,  DMA=Daily  Marning  Astonan, 
\tA=Monn  iig  Astonan 

Byjuly  12, 1873, the  Town  Covernment 
of  Astoria  reported  in  the  Weekly 
A.sforKiu  that  for  the  year  ending June 
30,  1873,  the  town  had  taken  in  S75 
from  the  sale  of  cemetery  lots  and 
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RIGHT.  Large  trees  covered  Hillside  Cemetery,  ca  1930s 


S40.62  interest  on  cemetery  notes 
(buying  lots  on  time  payments).  No 
e.xpenditures  tor  the  cemetery  were 
listed.  As  the  population  was  still  so 
small,  there  were  few  deaths  and  not 
much  need  tor  a  cemetery.  It  was  jok¬ 
ingly  suggested  in  November  of  the 
same  year  that  the  cemetery  should 
be  made  a  place  of  public  resort,  but 
more  seriously,  that  the  grounds 
should  be  improved.  Operation  of  the 
cemetery  had  been  a  bit  intormal  and 
it  was  warned  that  it  was  necessary  in 
the  future  to  collect  money  due  for 
the  lots  or  to  get  promises  on  paper 
to  pay  money  owed.  Ihree  years  later 
collecting  payments  tor  cemetery  lots 
was  still  a  problem.  Ihe  warning  was 
made  that  the  town  board  was  con¬ 
sidering  digging  up  the  graves  where 
money  was  still  owed  and  moving  the 
bodies  to  the  Paupers’  Section  ot  the 
cemetery. 

May  28, 1874  newspaper;  Blocks  1, 2, 
ik  3  are  the  tree  burying  ground. 

May  15,  1875  newspaper  Common 
Council.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Ferrell  it  was 
resolved  that  steps  be  taken  by  the  Council 
to  fence  and  grade  the  Cemetery,  appoint  a 
Sexton  and  regulate  his  duties.  Mr.  Ferrell 
offered  a  resolution  instructing  the 
committee  on  ways  and  means  to  advertise 
for  proposals  for  clearing  and  fencing  the 
Cemetery  grounds,  which  was  adopted.  Mr. 
Ferrell  offered  a  resolution  to  authorize  the 
Mayor  to  appoint  a  Sexton,  for  the  Cemetery 
grounds  which  was  adopted. 


June  15,  1875:  Until  June  15th,  1875, 
sealed  proposals  will  be  received  for  the 
clearing  and  fencing  of  the  Cemetery 
grounds  belonging  to  the  Town  of  Astoria, 
according  to  plans  and  specifications  to 
be  seen  at  the  office  of  Chas.  S.  Wright, 
Astoria.  All  proposals  should  be  addressed  to 
W.  L.  Worthington,  and  marked:  "Proposals 
for  Fencing  and  Clearing  Cemetery  Grounds. 

The  Town  reserves  the  right  to  reject  any 
and  all  bids. 

W.  L.  Worthington,  chairman  of 
Committee. 

Ihe  I'iiulv  Astoruin  on  May  .^0,  1876 
started  what  became  two  themes  regard 
mg  the  cemetery: 

— When  will  the  road  leading  to  the 
cemetery  grounds  be  made  passable' 

— When  will  the  Common  Council 
order  a  ta.\,  it  necessary,  to  improve  the 
cemetery  grounds? 

Dewitt  Clinton  Ireland  reprinted 
the  first  or  the  second  pleas  m  the  May 
31' newspaper,  then  many  more  times. 

CMiarles  I’arker,  formerly  the  head  ot 
the  Astoria  C'emetery  Committee  tor 
the  town  of  Astoria,  showed  his  con¬ 
tinuing  interest  in  Hillside  Cemetery 
by  adding  to  the  attractiveness  ot  his 
lot  with  the  erection  ot  a  tine  monu¬ 
ment.  The  stone  bases  were  made 
locally  and  the  marble  imported. 
The  monument  tor  C.L.  I’arker  is 
described  as  fourteen  feet  high  from 
the  ground.  Mr.  Stewart  was  soon 
after  commissioned  to  put  up  a  stone 
coping  and  iron  railing  in  the  cemetery 
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View  of  the  Hillside  Cemetery  from  the  NW  corner  of  Niagra  and 

iSTH  Streets.  CA.1953. 


around  the  grave  ofjames  Welch  who 
donated  the  land  for  the  cemetery. 
The  stone  coping  was  thirty  inches 
in  height,  surmounted  with  an  iron 
railing. 

NOTICE  OF  REMOVAL  OF  THE  DEAD 

The  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Astoria 
having  instructed  me  to  remove  all  bodies 
from  the  old  cemetery  near  the  Catholic  Church 
[Block  55]  this  is  to  notify  all  persons  who 
have  friends  buried  at  said  cemetery  and  who 
wish  to  attend  their  removal  may  do  so  before 
the  1st  day  of  May  next  at  which  time  I  shall 
proceed  to  remove  all  bodies  then  remaining  in 
said  cemetery.  F.  Ferrell,  Sexton,  Astoria,  April 
12,  1878  (Printed  In  the  April  20,  1878  WA) 


HILLSIDE  Cemetery-  God’s  Acre 
(No  author  listed) 

[Written  for  the  Sunday  Astorian. 
Printed  in  the  Feb.  16,  1878  WA] 

Dare  we  thus  Insult  the  Deity?  Shall 
we  call  a  place  of  bogs  and  marshes, 
of  standing  pools  and  rotting  stumps 
the  place  most  dear  to  Heaven? 
Unkissed  by  sunlight,  unblessed  by 
flowers,  unsightly  and  desolate. 

Decaying  branches  tell  us  of  death, 
dank  mosses  tell  of  decay,  solemn 
dripping  firs  tell  us  of  little  falling  tears. 

0,  dumb  lips!  Ye  cannot 
open  and  rebuke  the  hardened 
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Imac;e  of  grave  site  in  the  Hillside  Pioneer  Cemetery,  surrouniied 
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Dorothy  Mason  Ramirez  for  a  high  school  scrapbook.  V'iew  is  toward 
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hands  that  lay  you  there. 

0,  hearts!  That  through  time  have 
been  so  faithful,  to  moulder  with 
the  dead  branches  of  forest  trees. 

0,  voices!  That  we  have  loved,  can  ye 
not  call  for  a  less  dreary  resting  placei* 
Baby  hands  that  have  ever  reached  for 
sunbeams  lie  where  the  many  waters 
flow  pitilessly  in  a  silent  grave. 

All  we  have  known  of  the  departed 
IS  what  we  have  lain  in  anguish 
unspeakable  where?  In  a  spot  to 
which  God's  avenging  angel  could  not 
come  without  a  pair  of  gum  boots. 


This,  Heaven  knows,  is  no  time  for 
jesting.  Gentlemen  the  road  to  the 
cemetery,  the  place  itself,  its  utter  lack 
of  drainage,  is  a  condemnation  stronger 
than  the  demonstrations  of  a  Cicero; 
you  neglect  your  dead.  Sometime  hence 
you  will  rest  there  -  "thrust  foully 
into  earth  to  be  forgot."  Shall  this  be- 
Must  we  feel  that  brothers  and  fathers, 
mothers,  sisters  and  sweet  children 
are  lying  out  neglected,  dishonored? 

Omen' who  are  brave  and 
true  hearted,  help  in  this. 

0  men!  who  are  public  spirited  aid  in 
this!  0,  fathers!  who  love  your  children. 
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Aerial  Photograph  LOOKING  WEST  WITH  Niagara  Street  AT  LEFT.  Take 
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Hillside  Cemetery  headstones  in  disrepair  and  neglect. 
Nathan  Ferrell  grave.  Born:  April  20,  1862.  Died:  October  19,  1881. 
Photo  taken  February  30,  1953. 


think  of  them  when  the  wild  rains 
are  beating  above  them — the  angry 
winds  shrieking  around  them,  — and 
feel  that  as  far  as  sweet  remembrance 
and  sweeter  human  love  could  reach 
you,  have  saved  their  sacred  bodies 
from  an  open  and  apparent  shame. 


January  1878  Each  new  mayor  of 
Astoria  traditionally  wrote  of  his  vi¬ 
sion  tor  changes  in  the  following  year 
in  January  and  also  listed  the  town’s 
assets.  Among  them  was  listed  the 
city  cemetery  on  Block  93  in  Shively’s 
Astoria,  “some  two  and  one-half  acres 
ot  ground  and  five  acres  of  land  near 
the  cemetery,  intended  as  an  exten¬ 


sion  ot  the  same  when  needed.  Both 
ot  these  parcels  ot  ground  have  been 
donated  to  the  city  heretofore,  for 
cemetery  purposes.’’ 

John  Shively  had  been  asking  the 
town  to  remove  the  bodies  from 
his  property  on  Block  55  since  1867. 
Finally,  eleven  years  later,  the  town 
took  action. 

Tlie  Daily  Astorian  ot  January  14, 
1879  reported  the  costs  of  Hillside 
(City)  cemetery  as  $140.75  for  clearing 
offgrounds,  $234.78  tor  grading  streets 
adjacent  to  the  cemetery,  $130.50  for 
moving  remains  from  the  old  cem- 
etery,  $50.00  services  of  the  Sexton, 
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aiul  $21.50  tor  surveying  and  repairing 
fences  ot  tlie  cemetery. 

Already  hy  |ime  iSSi  1  lillside  cem 
etery  was  getting  overcrowded.  I  he 
C  ity  Sexton  notilieil  the  council  that 
nurre  rocun  was  neeilei.1.  A  nu>tion  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  puhlu 
property. 

Astoria's  efforts  at  raising  money  for 
the  year  i8S^  produced  the  following 
revenue.  I  rom  the  /h\f.\ Jan.  8,  1884 

•  f  rom  Lupior  licenses .,  $5, 40t).tH) 

.  I'eam  licenses  . .st)1.8tt 

.  Sale  of  cemetery  lots  . 224. HO 

.  .Street  assessments . "',002.75 

.  I  oiuealed  weapons  . 5.00 

•  Pawnbrokers'  licenses .  IlHVtHI 

I  iiintiiv  \’ol.  t".  No.  4 


•  Hilliard  licenses . ^04.46 

•  Hotel  runner’s  licenses . 4"  48 

•  W'arlinger's  licenses  .  t>~  50 

•  Police  court  tines . 4,514.1H! 

•  PeiKllers'  licenses . 202.50 

•  Show  licenses . 240.01) 

•  Auctioneers’  licenses . 50.00 

.  City  charter . 2.00 

•  l)i>g  license . I  10. Oo 

•  Pool  table  license . ^21.04 

•  Howling  alley .  105.5^ 

•  l)ehiK|uent  taxes  1  1882) . 40 

•  Sale  of  coal  oil  cans .  1  2. So 

.  Paxes . 10,551.68 

•  Hehnquent  taxes . 2,150.55 

.  I  rom  hoanl  ot  prisoners . 62.84 

.  Sale  of  hand  engine . 2''5.00 

(half  paid  down) 

•  Total  receipts . 556,651.28 


//c  /.MAI  I  *  X'X  I  H)2 


[From  the  previous  table  it  would 
seem  that  the  typical  Astorian  was  a 
male  who  spent  his  tree  time  drink¬ 
ing  liquor,  playing  billiards,  pool, 
bowling,  and  watching  shows,  racing 
his  horses  down  the  street,  carrying  a 
concealed  weapon,  going  to  jail,  paying 
police  fines,  tailing  to  pay  his  taxes 
and  assessments,  pawning  personal 
items,  being  shanghaied  and  finally, 
occupying  a  cemetery  plot.] 

September  9,  1884,  page  3,  DA 

A  visitor  to  the  hillside  cemetery  was 
badly  scared  Sunday  afternoon  while 
examining  some  of  the  landmarks  of  that 
locality.  In  stepping  over  some  bunchgrass  he 
was  startled  by  a  hissing  and  rustling  nearby, 
and  on  looking  down  behold — such  a  sight! 
He  thought  the  whole  earth  was  wriggling. 

In  the  midst  of  a  swarm  of  turtle-colored 
snakes  he  found  himself.  He  hardly  knew 
which  way  tojump,butjump  he  did,  and  the 
distance  scored  would  have  done  credit  to 
one  of  the  champions  at  the  late  tournament. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  above  species  of 
snake  are  harmless,  providing  they  don't  get 
into  the  boots. 

Tlie  Chinese  who  began  coming  to 
Clatsop  County  to  work  in  the  can¬ 
neries  in  the  1870s  buried  their  dead 
in  Hillside  Cemetery.  Tliey  performed 
religious  ceremonies  at  the  cemetery 
three  times  a  year,  in  March,  July 
and  October,  varying  with  the  new 
moon.  They  climbed  the  hill  carrying 
a  roasted  hog,  a  pan  of  cooked  rice,  of 


cakes,  bottles,  etc.  On  one  occasion 
described  in  the  October  28, 1876  issue 
of  Tlie  Daily  Astorian  they  stopped  by 
each  ot  five  graves, 

"making  three  low  bows  with  hands 
clasped  above  their  heads,  then  placing 
lighted  colored  candles  at  the  head  and 
foot  of  each  grave."  When  finished  with  the 
ceremony  offeeding  the  dead,  they  sat  down 
nearby  to  eat  too. 

Apr.  21,  1885,  Page  3,  DMA 

Sometime  ago  a  fine  headstone  was 
placed  over  the  grave  of  a  Chinaman  in  the 
city  cemetery,  and  on  Sunday  Sexton  Conley 
discovered  that  it  has  been  broken  to  pieces 
by  some  ghouls  who  ought  to  be  prosecuted. 
Whether  Chinaman  or  Caucasian,  the  spirit 
that  actuates  respect  to  the  dead  is  the  same, 
and  common  regard  for  poor  humanity  finds 
fitting  emblem  in  tablet  and  headstone. 
The  City  Sexton  will  pay  five  dollars  to 
anyone  who  will  furnish  him  information 
leading  to  the  arrest  of  the  party  who  did 
it.  He  deserves  to  be  laid  by  the  heels  in  the 
deepest  dungeon  in  the  bailiwick. 

Little  thought  was  given  sometimes 
to  dead  fishermen  and  others  washed 
up  on  the  shore. 

CLATSOP,  Nov.  21,  1885.  [Printed 
in  the  Nov.  27, 1885  DMA,  image  3] 

EDITOR  ASTORIAN: 

A  word  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which 
dead  bodies  cast  up  on  Clatsop  beach  are 
disposed  of,  seems  to  be  called  for.  The 
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bodies  of  fishermen  and  sailors  who  are 
drowned  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  as 
well  as  farther  down  the  coast,  frequently 
come  ashore  here.  It  is  customary  to  have 
them  buried  in  the  sand  near  the  spot  where 
they  are  picked  up;  often  where  the  high 
tides  may  wash  over  the  graves.  These  graves 
usually  made  very  shallow,  are  frequently 
washed  out  leaving  the  bodies  uncovered. 
The  loose  sand  on  those  out  of  reach  of  the 
water  is  often  blown  away,  leaving  the  grave 
open.  In  one  case  at  least  the  box  was  left 
entirely  exposed,  someone  pried  it  open 
and  the  bones  of  the  dead  were  left  to  be 
scattered  along  the  beach. 

Burial  is  intended  to  serve  two  purposes; 
to  show  proper  respect  to  the  dead,  and  to 
guard  against  offense  to  the  living.  Such 
burial  as  this  fails  in  both,  just  as  well  let 
the  bodies  rot  on  the  beach  and  be  the  food 
of  birds.  If  it  is  intended  to  show  respect  to 
the  dead  the  graves  ought  at  least  to  be 
put  where  they  will  not  be  violated.  If  it  is 
intended  to  put  them  out  of  sight  of  the 
living,  the  bodies  should  be  buried  so  as  to 
remain  out  of  sight.  We  should  suppose  that 
the  cemetery  was  the  proper  place  to  bury 
the  dead.  We  would  respectfully  suggest  that 
the  coroner,  or  whoever  has  charge  of  this 
business  see  that  this  evil  be  remedied.  The 
careless  manner  In  which  these  stray  bodies 
are  disposed  of  is  an  offense,  and  a  nuisance, 
and  a  crime  against  the  community.  (Signed) 
H.  S.  Lyman  (Superintendent  of  Schools  in 
Clatsop  County  from  1889-1893.  He  was  the 
author  of  a  four-volume  history  of  Oregon.] 


Jan.  15, 1887,  page  3,  DMA 
An  adjourned  meeting  of  the  city  council 
was  held  in  the  city  hall  last  evening;  . . . 
the  reports  of  the  street  superintendent  and 
City  Sexton  for  December,  '86,  were  referred 
to  appropriate  committees.  Councilman 
Cleveland  asked  if  a  proper  cemetery  record 
was  now  kept.  The  auditor  and  clerk  said 
it  was. 

An  article  in  the  April  16,  1887  Daily 
Morning  Astorian,  page  2  reprinted 
a  story  from  the  Oregonian  about  the 
McTavish  headstone.  Ihe  1 8 14  stone  is  on 
exhibit  at  the  Heritage  Museum: 

The  gravestone  bearing  the  name 
McTavish  and  date  1814  was  taken  to  Hillside 
cemetery  in  185 1 .  An  account  of  the  removal 
is  furnished  by  Mr.  A.B.  Phelps,  who  at  the 
time  was  a  soldier  under  Major  Hathaway 
and  went  to  Astoria  from  fort  yancogver  m 

i  jan.  1,  i886,  page  3,  DMA 

i  During  1885,  the  county  clerk 
I  issued  74  marriage  licenses:  the 
i  city  sexton  issued  76  burial  per- 
i  mits;  there  is  no  record  kept  ot 
I  the  I'tirths,  though  it  would  be  w’ell 
•  w'orth  while  as  a  matter  ot  otficial 
I  statistics.  Highty-hve  was  a  quiet 
i  year  tor  Astoria;  tew  tires,  tewer 
1  failures;  only  one  riot.  Most  tolks 
i  hold  their  own;  a  tew  held  and  keep 
I  on  holding  what  isn’t  their  own.  But 
I  they'll  have  to  drop  it  when  they 
j  come  to  the  jumping  otT  place.  Tliey 
i  might  as  well.  If  they  took  it  along 
:  ‘twould  melt. 


Cumtux  —  Vol.  37,  No.  4  —  F.1II  2017 


29 


1851 .  The  officers'  quarters  were  then  in  what 
is  now  known  as  the  Welch  neighborhood, 
then  the  location  of  a  small  cemetery.  More 
room  being  necessary  to  accommodate  the 
troops,  it  was  decided  to  move  the  bodies 
and  headstones  to  what  is  now  Hillside 
cemetery.  When  the  McTavish  stone  was 
reached,  excavation  discovered  no  remains 
or  appearance  of  any  having  been  buried 
beneath  or  very  near  the  stone.  As  a  coffin 
had  been  provided  for  the  remains  and  a  new 
grave  dug,  the  officer  in  charge  ordered  the 
coffin  filled  with  earth,  placed  in  the  grave 
and  the  stone  moved  over  it.  This  was  done, 
and  since  1851  the  stone  has  been  over  a 
grave  containing  earth  and  pine  boards  only, 
yet  the  visitor  has  shown  all  the  respect  to 
the  empty  grave  that  would  be  shown 
one  known  to  be  filled.  Mr.  Phelps  says 
McTavish  was  a  Hudson  Bay  man,  the  name 
being  quite  familiar  in  connection  with  that 
company.  [An  error  -  He  was  with  the  North 
West  Company  that  was  in  competition  with 
the  Hudson  Bay  Co.]  That  he  died  and  was 
buried  there  in  1814  is  not  questioned.  No 
doubt  the  body  was  afterward  taken  up  and 
sent  to  relatives  or  friends. 

May  30, 1888,  page  3,  DMA. 

A  GHASTLY  FIND. 

Parties  strewing  a  grave  in  the  hillside 
cemetery  with  flowers  last  Monday  noticed 
close  by  where  the  earth  had  evidently 
recently  been  disturbed.  Slightly  scratching 
the  loose  soil  they  saw  a  gunny  sack. 
Examination  showed  that  in  the  gunny  sack 


was  a  smaller  sack,  such  as  rye  flour  comes 
in;  further  examination  showed  that  there 
was  a  starch  box,  and  upon  inspection  they 
were  horrified  to  hnd  that  in  the  box  was  the 
five  month  fetus  of  a  male  child.  The  ghastly 
find  has  occasioned  considerable  surprise 
and  speculation,  and  it  is  thought  the  matter 
will  be  further  inquired  into. 

From  the  materialistic  what-difference- 
does-it-make  point  of  view,  it  is  probably 
of  no  consequence,  but  all  the  same  the 
condition  of  the  Hillside  cemetery  is  not 
very  creditable  to  those  who  are  yet  walking 
around  on  the  surface.  September  1, 1888, 
paged. 

The  condition  ot  the  Hillside 
Cemetery  declined  even  further.  Tlie 
Daily  Morning  Astorian  of  September 
8,  1890,  reprinted  a  letter  from  the 
Encinal,  published  in  Alameda, 
California,  August  18, 1890,  whose  au¬ 
thor  descrilies  a  visit  to  the  cemetery: 

Taking  advantage  of  the  quietude  of  a 
Sunday,  after  attending  church,  I  strolled 
up  to  the  old  burial  ground  of  this  city.  Like 
some  other  cities  of  the  dead,  it  is  located 
on  the  summit  of  a  hill  on  the  southern  side 
of  Astoria,  about  250  feet  above  tide  water, 
and  covers  about  four  acres  of  ground.  From 
time  immemorial — at  least  from  the  day  of 
John  Jacob  Astor's  expedition — it  has  been 
a  resting  place  for  those  who  have  passed 
the  border  line  of  life.  Later  on,  in  municipal 
history,  the  city  ratified  the  sacred  character 
of  the  spot,  and  became  its  legitimate 
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guardian,  but,  it  appears,  a  guardian  without 
heritage  appropriate  to  the  care  of  its  ward. 
Hence,  there  is  a  lack  of  those  combined 
features  which  impart  interest  and  beauty 
to  the  locality,  and  which  draw  around  the 
shadows  of  death  that  serene  and  solemn 
contemplation  which  involves  the  spirits  of 
the  departed,  that  they  may  commune  with 
the  souls  of  the  living. 

This  plot  covers  an  area  of  about  four 
acres,  and  it  is  enclosed  by  a  post  and  rail 
fence  of  three  boards.  About  one-half  of 
it  is  laid  out  in  rectangular  lots,  which  are 
enclosed  by  pickets.  They  are  of  recent 
structure;  that  is  to  say,  within  twenty  years; 
but,  without  exception,  the  entire  spot  is 
covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  ferns  (Pteris 
Aquilina)  which  in  Alameda  is  a  harmless 
little  plant  from  one  to  two  feet  high,  but 
here,  and  in  most  of  Western  Oregon,  covers 
the  ground  like  a  wheat  crop  and  grows  from 
six  to  fifteen  feet  high,  completely  hiding  the 
soil  and  destroying  the  easy  progress  of  any 
pedestrian.  This  cemetery  will  average  a  crop 
of  about  four  feet.  My  anticipation  of  finding 
some  pioneer  graves  were  not  realized, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  oldest,  having 
had  wooden  headboards  with  painted 
inscriptions,  had  completely  decayed, 
leaving  nothing  in  many  cases  but  mounds 
of  earth  to  indicate  the  spot  of  burial.  Who 
they  were  whose  bodies  have  thus  returned 
to  the  mother  earth,  and  what  hardships 
and  trials  they  endured  what  vicissitudes 
they  encountered,  what  sacrifices  they 


made  in  laying  the  foundations  of  the 
commonwealth,  no  human  voice  can  ever 
tell.  All  we  know  is  that  here  they  rest  from 
weary  toil,  'unwept,  unhonored  and  unsung.' 

The  oldest  inscriptions  observed  are  of 
D.M.  Tavish,  aged  42  years,  a  pilot  who  was 
drowned  in  crossing  the  Columbia  river  in 
May,  1814;  Capt.  Meloy,  of  New  York,  36 
years  old,  who  died  in  1854;  John  McConnell, 
23  years  old,  drowned  in  the  Columbia  river, 
1855;  James  Robinson,  40  years  old,  pilot  on 
Columbia  river,  1858;  Esther  A.  5tewart,  born 
at  Port  Gibson,  Miss.,  wife  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  1.5.  Stewart,  U.S.A.,  aged  38  years, 
died,  1879. 

It  may  be  owing  to  the  character  of 
the  soil,  but  there  is  scarcely  a  grave  that 
shows  any  indication  of  care  or  persistent 
interest  on  the  part  of  surviving  relatives. 
Relics  of  flowers,  seared  and  blackened  by 
decay — rose  bushes  struggling  for  life, 
and  fairly  smothered  by  ferns — here  and 
there  a  shrub,  anxious  to  live,  but  ready  to 
die — remind  one  of  the  poet's  caustic  satire, 
where  relatives  'weep  for  an  hour,  perhaps, 
then  mourn  a  year,'  after  which  the  dead  are 
forgotten,  and  the  pleasures  and  follies  of 
life  pursued,  till  the  inexorable  angel  claims 
another  victim. 

It  is  but  proper  to  state  that  burials  in  this 
cemetery  have  about  ceased,  the  city  having 
provided  another  plot,  across  Young's  bay, 
westward,  where  the  dead  are  conveyed  by 
steamboats  which  ply  in  that  direction. . .' 
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DMA  April  ii,  1894 

WHO  IS  TO  BLAME? 

It  is  a  shame  and  disgrace  the  way  the 
Hillside  cemetery  is  neglected.  It  is  said  by 
those  who  have  been  out  there  lately  that  the 
fence  in  many  places  is  totally  gone,  making 
it  a  public  pasture  for  all  the  cows  and 
other  animals  of  the  neighborhood.  Costly 
monuments  and  tombstones  are  made 
scratching  posts,  and  the  one  erected  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  Mr,  Burk  and  daughter,  of 
Clatsop,  costing  over  $600,  has  been  thrown 
down  and  badly  broken  and  damaged.  The 
fence  around  the  beautiful  lot  of  John  Feeley 
has  been  torn  down  by  animals  allowed  to 
range  there,  and  the  whole  place  has  an  air 
of  dilapidation  and  neglect  most  painful  to 
witness.  Whose  fault  is  this,  and  why  is  it 
not  attended  to? 

An  annual  Memorial  Day  celebra¬ 
tion  was  held  at  Hillside  Cemetery. 

May  31,  1894,  page  1  DMA 

Upon  arriving  at  the  [Hillside]  cemetery 
the  members  of  the  posts  ranged  themselves 
around  the  grave  of  Comrade  John  Bourke 
and  wife,  with  the  firing  squad  in  the  rear. 
Commander  Graves  then  read  the  impressive 
memorial  services,  followed  by  Chaplain 
Cassell  with  a  prayer,  after  which  the  firing 
squad  fired  a  volley  of  three  rounds. 

A  short  service  was  then  read  by  Comrade 
Samuel  Elmore,  then  Commander  Winton 
made  a  few  remarks,  stating  that  they  were 
there  to  honor  the  memory  of  the  deceased 
soldiers,  and  instructing  the  comrades  to 


strew  alike  the  graves  of  both  northern  and 
southern  soldiers.  A  procession  of  flowers 
and  floral  wreaths  were  placed  upon  the 
graves  of  John  Bourke  and  his  wife,  after 
which  the  old  veterans,  preceded  by  Stuttz' 
band,  formed  in  line,  and  with  Comrade  F. 
N.  Brazee  officiating  as  Officer  of  the  Day, 
marched  out  of  the  cemetery  on  their  way 
homeward, 

John  Bourke  is  the  only  soldier  of  either 
side  buried  in  the  cemetery.  He  was  born  in 
Ireland,  and  enlisted  from  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and 
was  assigned  to  the  Second  Heavy  United 
States  Artillery.  He  died  in  this  city  in  1879, 
aged  50  years,"  [Note:  John  Butke  and  his 
daughter  Emma,  not  his  wife,  are  buried  at 
Hillside.  John's  wife  was  a  true  heroine  of  the 
Civil  War.  She  was  burled  at  Harper's  Ferry, 
Virginia  with  military  honors.  Their  story  is  In 
the  Fall  199B  Cumtux.  John  and  his  wife  sided 
with  the  Union.] 

The  graves  of  others  in  the  cemetery  were 
not  forgotten,  but  were  strewn  liberally  with 
flowers  by  loving  friends  and  relatives.  The 
Astorian  representative,  however,  noticed 
with  sorrow  that  some  graves  had  no  loving 
tokens  of  remembrances  placed  upon  them. 
These  graves  contain  perhaps  the  remains 
of  a  loving  wife,  mother,  father,  or  husband, 
who  in  the  years  gone  by,  had  some  one  to 
love  them.  But  now  they  seem  forgotten. 
Their  graves  are  neglected  and  covered 
with  weeds,  and  the  remembrance  of  the 
dead  has  ceased  to  exist.  Perhaps  they  died 
strangers  in  a  strange  land,  and  their  friends 
and  relatives  know  not  where  their  bodies 
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repose.  Right  here  it  is  proper  to  say  that  the 
cemetery  is  in  a  shameful  state  of  neglect. 

The  procession  was  a  large  one,  and 
as  near  as  possible  to  count  the  number, 
consisted  of  800  people,  of  which  there 
were  nearly  600  school  children,  and  was  a 
credit  to  the  city. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to 
Mr.  Stuttz  for  the  use  of  his  splendid  band. 
The  members  were  all  dressed  in  new 
uniforms  especially  for  the  occasion  and 
presented  a  handsome  appearance." 

Feb.  12, 1895,  DMA 

A  gentleman  who  is  interested  in  one 
of  the  graves  at  Hillside  cemetery,  says  he 
has  spoken  to  several  others  who  should 
be  interested  in  the  matter,  and  tried  to  get 
them  to  go  in  with  him  and  fix  the  place 
up,  but  none  of  them  seem  willing  to  lake 
hold  and  help  him,  and  he  feels  it  would 
be  useless  for  him  to  fix  up  his  lot  as  long 
as  there  is  not  proper  fencing  around  the 
grounds.  A  few  more  rains  will  cause  more 
of  the  bank  on  the  east  side  to  break  off  and 
let  the  bones  of  the  dead  Chinamen  who  are 
buried  near  the  edge,  roll  into  the  street.  It 
would  not  create  a  very  great  surprise  if  the 
ghosts  of  the  departed  souls  whose  remains 
were  interred  in  the  forsaken  plat  on  the  hill 
should  someday  arise  in  indignation  and 
march  through  our  streets  howling  their 
anathemas  against  the  desecration  of  the 
resting  place  of  their  mortal  remains.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  something  will  be  done  towards 
fixing  the  place  up.  Interest  in  the  good 
name  and  welfare  of  our  city,  respect  for  the 


dead  and  respect  for  ourselves  demand  that 
something  be  done. 

June  6, 1895,  page  4,  DMA 
It  is  reported  that  the  city  cemetery  is  in 
a  stale  of  confusion  and  neglect.  Brush  has 
overgrown  the  place  so  that  the  graves  can 
scarcely  be  seen.  The  potter's  field  is  also 
in  bad  condition,  the  fence  being  decayed 
and  broken  down  permitting  the  entrance 
of  cattle  who  do  much  damage.  It  is  also 
stated  that  there  has  been  some  confusion 
in  the  surveys  and  that  some  of  the  lots  are 
now  found  to  be  in  the  street. 

July  20, 1895,  DA 
The  bulkhead  around  Hillside  Cemetery 
will  soon  be  finished  and  the  appearance 
of  the  place  will  then  be  greatly  improved. 

May  19, 1897,  /"lAliA. 

A  BEAUTIFUL  SCENE 
Marred  by  the  Unsightly 
Appearance  of  the  Old  Cemetery 

Standing  on  the  summit  of  Fifteenth 
street  hill,  one  cannot  but  admire  the 
landscape  that  unfolds  itself  to  the  spectator. 
Away  in  the  distance  is  Saddle  Mountain, 
with  the  last  remnant  of  snow  disappearing 
under  a  hot  May  sun;  the  hills  and  valleys 
to  the  distance  shine  forth  in  their  dark 
green  hues  of  Oregon's  beautiful  forests. 
Youngs  river,  Lewis  and  Clark  river,  and  the 
distant  ocean  are  like  silver  threads  among 
the  meadows  and  farms.  Right  before  the 
onlooker  is  the  massive  stone  building, 
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standing  like  an  ancient  castle,  overlooking 
the  water  works  pond  with  its  fountain  in 
the  center  sending  volumes  of  water  skyward 
to  come  down  in  a  spray  forming  beautiful 
rainbows.  Directly  in  the  foreground  in 
the  ravine  is  the  romantic  woodchopper's 
cabin,  with  its  low  roof — one  is  wrapt  up  in 
admiration  of  the  beauties  before  him.  Even 
the  birds  seem  to  add  to  the  panorama  by 
singing  from  the  branches  of  the  trees.  But 
look  to  the  left — a  cemetery — admiration 
loses  some  of  its  ardor,  and  the  spectator 
seems  to  experience  a  feeling  of  sadness. 
Looking  closer,  there  is  seen  sticking  out 
of  the  broken  ground  a  coffin.  A  cold  wave 
strikes  the  admirer  of  nature,  who  imagines 
that  he  sees  a  skeleton;  and  sure  enough,  he 
sees  something  resembling  it  very  much — 
not  one,  no — two,  three,  four,  six!  He  sees 
enough  horrors. 

At  once  the  enthusiast  feels  as  though  a 
cyclone  had  struck  him  and  is  unable  to  recall 
the  beauties  of  the  other  side  of  the  picture. 
His  afternoon  pleasure  is  spoiled. 

May  22, 1897,  page  4,  DMA 

It  has  been  asked  in  late  of  view  of  the 
removals  of  bodies  being  made  from  the  old 
city  cemetery,  on  the  Fifteenth  street  hill,  to 
the  new  Clatsop  cemetery  who  the  ground 
will  belong  to  after  it  ceases  to  be  a  cemetery, 
it  is  understood  that  lots  in  the  new  cemetery 
at  Clatsop  are  being  donated  to  those  who 
will  make  the  transfer  of  bodies  from  the  old 
to  the  new  burying  ground. 


October  29,  1908,  page  4,  MA 

EXHUME  BODIES  FROM 
OLD  CEMETERY 

Recently  the  Common  Council  has  been 
asked  to  grant  permission  to  disinter  several 
bodies  buried  in  the  old  City  or  Hillside 
cemetery,  and  to  have  them  buried  again  in 
the  Ocean  View  cemetery,  and  these  requests 
are  uniformly  granted  upon  certain  few 
and  proper  conditions.  Yesterday  Max  Pohl 
commenced  the  work  of  disinterring  three 
bodies.  They  have  been  buried  there  for 
approximately  35  years  and  the  disinterment 
brings  to  light  some  interesting  and  peculiar 
facts.  In  the  case  of  bodies  buried  for  many 
years  in  this  ground  little  is  found — as 
in  the  present  case — but  the  whitened 
bones  and  some  of  the  clothing;  perhaps, 
too,  some  of  the  hair  will  still  be  in  evidence. 
The  woodwork  of  the  coffins  does  not  last 
long  in  the  very  wet  ground  of  the  Hillside 
cemetery,  for  Mr.  Pohl  says  that  there  are 
numerous  springs  in  the  cemetery  and  the 
whole  place  is  saturated  with  moisture.  In 
one  or  more  cases  where  bodies  have  been 
exhumed  there  after  having  been  buried 
only  a  comparatively  few  years,  the  coffins 
would  be  found  hlled  with  water,  and  this 
water  tended  to  preserve  the  bodies  in 
quite  a  remarkable  way.  About  six  years  ago 
the  body  of  a  woman  was  exhumed,  and 
it  was  found  to  be  in  the  state  of  perfect 
petrification — just  like  stone,  and  weighing 
perhaps  600  or  800  pounds. 

In  the  new  cemetery — Ocean  View — it 
is  said  that  bodies  soon  are  disintegrated  in 


34 


Clatsop  County  Historical  Society 


the  sands  of  that  burying  ground,  and  this 
rapid  return  of  dust  to  dust  will  perhaps, 
be  more  to  the  liking  of  the  average  person 
who  has  gone  to  the  bourne  from  whence 
there  is  no  return.  Some  bodies  evidently 
last  longer  than  others,  it  is  said— a  subject 
that  was  well  discussed  by  the  grave  diggers 
in  Hamlet. 

It  is  stated  that  there  are  still  many  bodies 
in  the  old  Hillside  cemetery,  and  perhaps 
It  will  never  be  possible  to  find  some  of 
the  graves  and  bodies.  Head-boards  have 
rotted  and  various  other  markings  have 
disappeared;  in  some  cases  there  will  never 
be  any  reguest  to  move  bodies  for  the  reason 
that  all  the  relatives  are  dead  and  friends 
have  moved  away  or  have  perhaps  even 
forgotten  the  dead  that  are  buried  there. 
It  is  understood  that  the  grave  yard  now  is 
owned  by  the  city,  but  there  seems  to  have 
been  a  clause  in  the  original  dedication 
which  stated  that  the  tract  should  revert  to 
the  Shively  estate  in  case  the  land  should  ever 
be  used  for  other  than  cemetery  purposes. 
(The  owner  was  Welch,  not  Shively.  There 
are  many  descendants  of  both  Welch  and 
Shively] 

April  3,  1909,  At  A,  page  5 

THE  OLD  CEMETERY 

A.  S.  Tee,  the  city  surveyor,  yesterday 
made  out  a  report  for  presentation  to  the 
council  Monday  night  in  relation  to  the  Old 
Hillside  cemetery,  and  also  in  relation  to  the 
status  of  things  in  the  present  city  cemetery. 
The  report  states  that  something  should  be 


done  with  the  Hillside;  that  the  fences  are 
down,  the  bulkhead  breaking,  the  graves 
overrun  with  chickens  and  cows,  and  the 
whole  place  in  deplorably  bad  condition.  All 
those  who  have  recently  inspected  this  old 
burial  ground  will  admit  with  Mr.  Tee  that 
something  should  be  done,  for  the  place  is 
really  in  almost  disgracefully  bad  condition, 
and  as  long  as  it  is  a  cemetery  under  the 
authority  and  care  of  the  city,  probably  it  is 
a  public  duty  to  see  that  it  does  not  fall  in  too 
deplorable  a  condition. 

From  1910  to  1922  there  were  many 
attempts  to  get  the  city  to  remove  the 
graves  and  make  the  land  available  for 
building  or  for  a  park.  Objections  came 
from  all  parts  of  the  community.  It  was 
suggested  that  the  graves  could  not  be 
removed  without  the  permission  ot 
the  relatives,  a  nearly  impossible  task 
to  locate  them  after  so  many  years  had 
pas.sed. 

Jan.  6, 1948,  AH 

CEMETERY  BLOCK  BIDS  REJECTED 
The  city  commission  Monday  night 
rejected  all  bids  for  removing  trees  and 
vines  from  the  old  cemetery  block  at  15th 
and  Niagara  on  the  hilltop.  John  Smart  bid 
$950.  Grimstead  and  Vanderveldt  $995 
and  Heavy  Hauling  company  $1365.  City 
Manager  J.O.  Convill  recommended  the 
rejection,  considering  the  prices  too  high,  and 
proposed  instead  that  the  city  go  ahead  and 
have  the  vines  removed  on  its  own  account. 
Removal  of  trees  will  be  considered  later. 
Convill  said  Tuesday  that  he  is  convinced  that 
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the  city  has  legal  title  to  the  entire  cemetery 
block,  and  that  measures  will  be  taken  soon 
to  have  it  removed  from  cemetery  status  and 
made  available  for  other  use. 

In  an  undated  newspaper  article 
printed  early  in  July  1948,  titled  “City 
to  Clean  Up  Pioneer  Cemetery  After 
Criticism,”  it  was  claimed  that; 

The  pioneer  cemetery  at  15th  and 
Niagara,  conditions  of  which  has  brought 
criticism  down  upon  the  city  administration 
for  several  weeks,  will  be  cleaned  up.  The 
city  council  Tuesday  night  authorized  the 
city  attorney  to  take  any  necessary  steps  in 
case  the  contractors  who  contracted  to  cut 
and  remove  trees  and  brush  fail  to  complete 
their  contract  by  July  10,  which  is  Saturday  of 
this  week.  City  Manager  J.  0.  Convill  reported 
to  the  council  that  Heckard  brothers.  Route 

I,  the  contractors,  were  delinquent  on  their 
contract  and  that  they  had  been  given  until 
July  10  to  get  the  work  done.  City  Attorney 

J.  L.  Hope  indicated  that,  if  the  work  is  not 
done  by  Saturday,  the  city  will  proceed  to 
clean  up  the  cemetery  property  itself  at 
the  contractors'  expense.  Heckard  brothers 
were  given  a  contract  to  clear  alder  trees  and 
brush  that  had  grown  up  on  the  abandoned 
cemetery  over  the  years.  They  cut  the  trees, 
but  stumps  and  brush  still  clutter  the 
property.  Citizens  have  complained  about 
the  appearance  of  the  cemetery." 

In  another  undated  letter  in  a 
scrapbook  in  the  CCHS  Archives  is 
this  complaint: 


PIONEER  CEMETERY  BRINGS 
COMPLAINT  FROM  VISITORS 

Mrs.  George  Windle,  of  Sumpter,  and  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Bruce  Morehead,  LaGrande, 
were  Astoria  visitors  Monday  and  visited 
the  old  pioneer  cemetery  on  Niagara  seeing 
graves  of  the  Warren  family  from  which  the 
two  are  descended.  Mrs.  Windle,  the  former 
Lena  Warren,  is  a  direct  descendant  of  one  of 
the  four  Warren  brothers  who  came  to  this 
area  to  settle  in  1852.  The  visitors  reported 
their  trip  to  the  pioneer  cemetery  here  was 
unsuccessful.  They  were  unable  to  reach 
much  of  the  cemetery,  which  is  overgrown 
with  blackberry  bushes,  they  said,  and  they 
deplored  the  condition  of  the  site.  Mrs. 
Windle  reported  that  the  cemetery,  which 
she  recalled  visiting  as  a  girl,  is  much  smaller 
than  it  formerly  was.  She  said  a  visit  also  had 
been  paid  to  the  Svensen  cemetery,  where 
her  father  is  buried.  It  was  found  there, 
she  said  that  a  number  of  the  graves  of  old 
pioneers  have  been  moved.  Other  persons 
are  buried  in  the  area  formerly  occupied  by 
the  remains  of  pioneers. 

A  HISTORY  OF  ASTORIA'S 
CEMETERIES  ACCORDING  TO 
THE  CITY  OF  ASTORIA 

The  following  is  copied  from  City 
ot  Astoria  records  by  O.  K.  Atwood; 

November/,  1958 
Mr.  Brewer  A.  Billie 
City  Manager 
Astoria,  Oregon 

Subject:  Block  93,  Shively's  Astoria;  Old 
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Astoria  Cemetery 

Dear  Mr.  Billie: 

The  records  of  the  meetings  held  by  the 
Trustees  of  the  Town  of  Astoria  which  later 
became  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Astoria,  begin  on  or  about  the  date  of 
June,  1856. 

It  is  indicated  in  these  records  that  prior 
to  this  date  and  also  subsequently  thereto 
Block  55  in  Shively's  Addition  was  used  as  a 
burying  ground,  probably,  for  both  private 
and  public  burials.  On  or  about  March  1865 
this  Block  was  donated  by  Deed  to  the  Town 
of  Astoria  by  J.  M.  Shively  and  wife,  Susan 
Shively.  However  it  appears  that  the  Plot 
of  ground  was  never  designated  officially 
as  a  public  burying  ground  by  The  Town  of 
Astoria  and  several  attempts  to  regain  legal 
title  to  the  lot  were  made  by  the  donors. 
Reference  is  made  in  several  instances 
to  requests  by  the  donors  and  others  to 
have  bodies  removed  therefrom  into  Block 
93  which  later  became  the  official  City 
Cemetery.  However,  it  is  also  indicated  that 
a  Potter's  Field  was  laid  out  and  used  in  Block 
55  and  also  that  bodies  were  actually  moved 
from  Block  55  to  Block  93. 

Another  prospective  site  or  a  City 
Cemetery  is  recorded  July  7, 1864  showing 
that  the  Town  Board  took  official  action  to 
accept  the  offer  of  J.M.  Shively  to  give  to 
the  Town  of  Astoria  two  acres  of  land  on 
"the  west  line  and  dividing  ridge  between 
Astoria  and  Youngs  River  of  the  said  Shively's 
Land  Claim"  without  conditions,  and 


recommended  that  the  Town  purchase  the 
balance  necessary  to  make  a  Lot  of  suitable 
size  for  a  Cemetery.  There  is  no  record  that 
this  tract  was  ever  used  as  a  burying  ground. 

Under  date  of  April  22, 1865,  Block  93 
Shively's  Astoria  was  deeded  to  the  Trustees 
of  the  Town  of  Astoria  and  presented  to  the 
Town  Meeting  of  April  24, 1865  with  the 
following  notation  in  the  Minutes:  "A  Deed 
from  James  Welch  for  Block  93  in  Shively's 
Addition  for  the  purpose  of  a  Cemetery  for 
the  Town  of  Astoria  was  presented,  and 
a  Motion  was  made  and  passed  to  accept 
the  said  Deed  and  to  appropriate  money 
for  said  Block  of  Land."  Money  was  paid 
in  the  amount  of  $500.00  for  the  Block 
and  the  necessary  clearing,  improvements, 
fencing  and  roads  followed  immediately. 
This  Cemetery  was  known  as  Astoria,  or 
City  Cemetery  and  later  referred  to  as  Hillside 
Cemetery. 

There  are  frequent  references  in  The  Town 
Meeting  proceedings  to  Cemetery  matters 
between  the  years  1865  and  1976,  but  no 
record  of  burials  for  that  period  of  time 
is  in  the  possession  of  the  City  of  Astoria 
at  the  present  time.  There  are  records  of 
burials  from  the  year  1876  to  1893  with  the 
exception  of  years  1890  and  1891  but  they 
are  woefully  lacking  in  giving  adequate 
and  vital  information.  In  many  Instances  no 
date,  no  lot  and  block,  no  name,  not  even 
the  Cemetery  is  mentioned.  There  is  also  no 
record  of  burials  from  1893  to  1903,  at  which 
time,  and  until  the  present  time,  the  records 
have  been  well  kept  and  are  complete,  and 
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refer  to  burials  in  Oceanview  Cemetery.  The 
records  show  that  Cemetery  Matters  were 
under  direct  supervision  of  the  Town  Trustees 
and  later  the  Common  Council  until  January, 
1923,  at  which  time  the  Managerial  form  of 
City  government  was  adopted. 

Ordinance  No.  466  -  1882  -  Authorized 
purchase  of  Cemetery  Plot  at  Clatsop  Plains. 

Deed  for  Land  Purchased  dated  October 
27,  1882  -  Recorded  July  27,  1889. 
Consideration  $630.10. 

Ordinance  No.  757  -  1885  -  Adopted  Plat 
for  Clatsop  Cemetery. 

Ordinance  No.  2262  -  1897  -  Gave 
Official  Name  of  Oceanview  to  Clatsop 
Cemetery. 

Ordinance  No.  2284  -  1897  -  Prohibited 
further  burials  in  City  Limits  of  Astoria. 

Ordinance  No.  2341  -  1898  -  Granted 
privilege  to  exchange  lots  in  Hillside  for  lots 
in  Oceanview. 

Records  show  that  during  the  years 
approximately  1883  to  1893  burials  were 
being  made  in  both  Hillside  and  Clatsop 
Cemeteries. 

The  names,  Clatsop  and  Oceanview,  are 
apparently  synonymous  as  far  as  City  records 
are  concerned. 

On  the  basis  of  the  records  available  I  have 
traced  burials  made  in  Block  93,  Shively's, 
and  find  approximately  498  as  identifiable, 
and  there  have  been  perhaps,  a  dozen 
removals  therefrom. 


Inasmuch  as  no  burials  were  recorded  for 
the  period  from  1865  to  1876  and  in  the  years 
1890  and  1891,  which  is  approximately  13 
years,  it  is  obviously  certain  that  there  would 
be  many  more  burials  in  Block  93  than  the 
498  indicated,  perhaps  as  many  more  as  200, 
or  a  total  estimated  number  of  around  700 
burials  still  remaining  in  the  Old  Cemetery. 

Block  93  consists  of  32  Blocks  of  6  lots 
each  or  a  total  of  192  Lots.  These  Lots  run 
for  the  most  part  in  dimensions  of  11'  x  18', 
which  could  make  four  graves  each.  The 
capacity  of  the  entire  Block  therefore,  could 
be  about  768  graves. 

Yours  truly, 
O.K.  Atwood 
(Former  City  Auditor-Treasurer,July 
1,1923  to  June  30, 1954) 

Note  that  Atwood  spelled  the  name 
Oceanview,  not  Ocean  View. 

In  Vol  ume  64,  page  320  of  the 
Oregon  Historical  Qiiarterly  t'mm  1963, 
Sidney  Teiser,  the  author  of  an  ar¬ 
ticle  about  Cyrus  Olney,  notes  that  he 
[Teiser]  “went  over  the  grounds  which 
were  formerly  the  Old  Cemetery  of 
Astoria,  but  the  graves  are  all  obliter¬ 
ated,  and  the  tombstones  down  and 
in  fragments,  so  that  no  trace  of  fudge 
Olney’s  grave  remains.  Tie  land  was 
plowed  over,  the  grave  mounds  lev¬ 
eled.  No  distinguishable  marks  were 
found  on  the  gravestone  fragments 
to  connect  them  with  Cyrus  Olney’s 
marker,  nor  was  there  any  indication 
of  the  spot  of  his  burial  there.  Many 
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ot  the  bodies  that  had  been  buried 
there  were  exhumed  by  remaining 
relatives  before  the  land  was  plowed, 
and  removed  to  a  later  established 
burial  ground.  Apparently  there  were 
no  relatives  suthciently  interested  to 
disinter  Judge  Olney’s  remains  and 
move  them  elsewhere,  or  otherwise 
to  mark  his  last  resting  place.”  [judge 
Olney  lost  all  the  members  of  his  first 
family,  then  those  of  his  second  one. 
Ihe  nephews  and  nieces,  descendants 
of  his  brother  Nathan  Olney,  fought 
over  his  estate,  but  appear  not  to  have 
been  interested  in  his  family’s  graves. 
The  marker  for  Cyrus  Olney  and 
his  family  is  now  the  largest  stone  at 
Hillside  Cemetery.] 

January  i6,  1969  Ditily  Astoruin 

GRANITE  MEMORIAL  MARKER 
GIVEN  FOR  PIONEER  CEMETERY 

Dennis  and  Richard  Ihompson  have 
donated  a  granite  memorial  marker  which 
has  been  erected  in  the  center  of  the 
pioneer  cemetery  on  top  of  the  hill  at  15th 
and  Niagara. 

City  and  county  workers  have  provided 
a  blacktop  path  leading  to  the  marker  from 
the  street  at  the  west  side  of  the  cemetery. 

The  memorial  marker  was  turned  over 
to  the  county  historical  advisory  committee 
recently  and  in  turn  presented  to  the  city 
government  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  city 
council.. 

Richard  Thompson  said  the  marker  was 
made  of  red  Finnish  granite  of  the  same  kind 


used  by  the  Thompson  brothers'  late  father, 
Paul  Thompson  when  he  established  Astoria 
Granite  Works  in  1917.  The  base  is  of  rock 
brought  from  Vancouver  Island, 

He  used  to  import  huge  blocks  of  the 
granite  from  Finland  by  sea.  Ships  would 
bring  it  via  the  Panama  canal,  and  on  arrival 
here  he  would  cut  It  up,"  Thompson  said. 
"This  practice  proved  uneconomical." 

The  pioneer  cemetery  after  last  being 
used  about  1900,  lay  neglected  for  more 
than  a  half  century,  thickly  overgrown  with 
brush. 

Some  years  ago  it  was  cleared  of  brush 
in  a  project  initiated  by  Robert  (hopping 
of  radio  KAST  and  since  then  has  been 
maintained  In  good  condition  by  the  city 
government. 

Recently  some  of  the  original  grave 
markers  which  had  been  removed  for 
safekeeping  when  vandals  seemed  likely  to 
take  all  of  them,  were  restored  in  the  original 
positions  by  Thompson. 

"We  know  there  are  some  other  markers 
around  town  and  would  like  very  much  to 
get  them  back,"  said  Dr  Edward  Harvey  of 
the  county  Historical  advisory  committee. 
"We  would  also  like  some  old  photographs 
showing  the  cemetery  as  it  was  when  in  use." 

(Added  note  on  Hillside  Pioneer 
Cemetery)  On  March  it,  i9t^.s 
William  ).  Nerenberg  of  Troop  6iS, 
Astoria,  reported  on  his  Kagle  Protect, 
clean  mg  and  mapping  the  gravestones 
at  the  Astoria  Pioneer  Cemetery. 
With  advice  from  Fred  Lindstrom, 


C’uinlux 


Vol.  M,  No.  4  —  f  all  2017 


Astoria  City  Parks  Director  and  his 
Scoutmaster,  Lyle  Cheney,  he  and  boys 
trom  his  troop  cleaned  the  stones  that 
were  so  covered  by  dirt  and  lichen  they 
could  not  he  read.  He  then  found  a  map 
in  the  City  Engineering  Department 
and  used  it  to  make  a  map  of  his  own. 
In  the  process  he  discovered  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  “the  graves  [stones?]  that  were 
left  were  moved  by  the  City  while  the 
grounds  were  cleaned  up  and  then  put 
back  in  place,  but  some  were  in  the 
wrong  places.  For  instance  in  section 
28,  the  City  shows  an  unnamed  Hat 
marker.  We  lound  that  the  name  is  for 
a  Mary  E.  Vaughn.  We  tound  another 
stone  labeled  ‘1851-1880’  hut  the  name 
is  broken  off.  It  was  not  on  the  original 
map.  In  Section  25,  we  found  a  head¬ 
stone  tor  an  unknown  infant  that  is  not 


on  the  old  map.  When  I  re-mapped  the 
site,  we  located  all  the  graves  we  found 
on  a  grid  that  I  made  to  scale,  and  then 
compared  it  to  the  old  map  from  25 
years  ago  and  made  up  a  correct  map 
that  we  are  giving  to  the  city,  to  the 
Historical  Society,  and  to  the  library 
along  with  this  report.”  Bill’s  report  is 
in  the  CCHS  Archives. 

Twelve  to  fifteen  decades  have 
passed  since  the  pioneers  of  Astoria 
were  buried  in  the  Hillside  Cemetery. 
It  has  taken  many  years  of  encourage¬ 
ment  and  effort  to  make  it  a  serene, 
lovely  resting  place  for  these  people 
who  lived  in  difficult  times  but  built 
the  foundation  for  our  prosperity 
today, 
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iVoft’;  Ifns  article  u’u.':  onginally  printed  in  the  September  igSi  issue  of  the 
AltJMKfMi’Mf  Huilders  of  North  Afucruu  News  publication.  A  copy  of  it  was  ^h't’n 
to  LL  I  IS  by  C  harlie  I  laddi.x  who  attached  a  note  saying:  "People  are  dying  to  get 

markers  like  these." 


Aim  isi  Kv  i\  SroM- 

I  m  lU  \I  IMI»()IM  A\c  i:  Ol  MIMORI AI 
I’l  KS()\AI  I/A  I  I()\  AM)  HOW  As  iORl  A  (ikAM  I  i; 

Works  mi  i  i  s  i  iii  ir  c  lsiomi  rs’  m  kds. 

by  Stanley  R.  Church 


S^iNCE  [’RHHisTORic  MAN  first  traced 
^  the  outline  ot  some  now  long  extinct 
beast  on  the  walls  ot  his  cave  in  tallow 
and  ochre,  man  has  expressed  his 
artistry  and  creative  skills  in  number¬ 
less  ways.  Some  choose  to  leave  their 
mark  through  the  written  word  in  the 
libraries  ot  the  world;  others  create 
in  oils  to  be  viewed  m  the  galleries  ot 
the  globe;  poets  sing  and  magicians 
transform  the  notes  ot  the  scale  tor  the 
enjoyment  ot  tellow  man.  Oregon  has 
its  fair  share  ot  those  engaged  in  the 
arts  but  the  story  is  about  a  unic]ue  in¬ 
stitution  which  creates  daily  a  torm  ot 
artistry  in  enduring  granite.  Based  in 
Astoria  is  the  Astoria  CJranite  Works, 
a  partnership  ot  Dick  and  Denny 
Ihompson  and  their  ninety-six  year 
old  mother,  Maria.  Iheir  task  in  lite  is 
preparing  monuments  to  be  erected 
in  cemeteries  ot  the  Lower  t  olumbia 
area  and  to  assist  m  marking  historic- 
sites  as  a  recollection  c>t  things  and 
events  of  the  past.  Ihis  is  not  the  usual 


stock  order  granite  works.  Kach  stone 
sent  torth  from  their  workshop  is  an 
individual  etlort  to  express  something 
ot  the  lite  and  activities  ot  the  persons 
during  their  litetime. 

1  low  this  all  came  about  starts  with 
the  migration  trom  Finland  ot  Paul 
Ihompson  a  young  man  in  the  early 
part  of  the  century.  He  first  secured 
employment  in  a  granite  quarry  in 
Quincy,  Massachusetts,  but  early 
decided  to  come  west  and  first  put  his 
roots  down  in  RcK'klin,  Calitornia, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  cutting 
curbstones.  Knowing  that  a  large 
percentage  ofthe  population  ot  Astoria 
came  from  his  native  Finland,  he 
arrived  at  the  mouth  ot  the  Columbia 
River  in  igiy  to  open  his  own  business: 
his  apprenticeship  having  been  served 
m  his  first  two  American  jobs.  Paul 
Ihompson  was  a  craftsman  ot  the  old 
school  and  did  most  ot  his  wc^rk  with 
a  hammer  and  chisel,  creating  the 
completed  monument  out  ot  a  solid 
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block  ot  granite.  Some  works  were 
said  to  have  consumed  three  months 
to  complete,  certainly  not  possible  in 
modern  times  with  high  labor  costs. 
His  sons,  Dick  and  Denny,  came 
into  the  business  almost  as  soon  as 
they  were  able  to  pick  up  a  hammer 
and  chisel.  When  their  father  passed 
away  they  were  teenagers  but  work  in 
the  family  shop  was  combined  wifh 
school  fime.  The  business  has  been 
operafed  confinuously  since  1917  wifh 
fhe  excepfion  of  the  war  years  when 
both  served  in  the  armed  forces  of  fhe 
Unifed  Stafes. 

The  firm’s  emphasis  fhrough  all 
fhese  years  has  been  a  sfricf  adher¬ 
ence  fo  firsf  quality  material  and 
personalized  markers  to  express  the 
individuality  of  the  deceased  or  the 
historic  significance  of  the  event. 
They  seek  to  obtain  the  finest  granite 
to  be  found  in  fhe  world  wifh  supply 
sources  in  Finland,  Sweden,  Africa 
and  fhe  upper  Midwest  of  the  United 
States.  Most  stone  they  use  comes 
from  Minnesota  as  it  has  been  found  to 
have  tremendous  color  variations  and 
a  delightful  grain  not  found  elsewhere 
in  the  world.  Dick  comments  that  most 
granite  used  is  formed  from  volcanic 
action  of  heaf  and  pressure  and  is  esfi- 
mafed  fo  be  some  4  V2  billion  years  old. 
The  day  of  fhe  individual  sfonecutfer 
is  pasf  and  sfones  selecfed  for  use  are 
cuf  and  polished  on  arrival  in  Astoria 
from  fhe  quarry  wifh  color,  shape  and 
grain  specified.  The  sfones  selecfed  are 


of  such  enduring  qualify  fhaf  f  hey  will 
probably  lasf  forever. 

Whaf  makes  fhe  work  of  Dick  and 
Denny  so  unusual?  Firsf  of  all  fhey 
have  lived  in  fhe  comniunify  all  fheir 
lives  and  knowmosf  of  their  cusfoniers 
and  the  personality  and  life  work  of 
the  subject  to  be  honored.  Of  course, 
the  first  step  is  talking  to  the  family  to 
determine  if  fhey  have  a  definife  idea 
or  fheme  in  mind.  Tliey  offen  arrive 
wifh  a  favorife  picfure  of  a  boaf  or 
of  her  vehicle,  or  wifh  jusf  an  idea  of  fhe 
desired  fheme.  Tliis  emphasizes  the 
fact  that  as  one  views  a  stone  prepared 
by  the  Thompsons,  the  physical  object 
pictured  is  a  true  rendition  of  the  boat, 
airplane,  log  truck,  or  other  object 
used  by  the  decedent  in  his  or  her 
lifetime.  Next  comes  the  preparation 
of  preliminary  skefches  and  further 
consultations  to  perfect  the  theme. 
All  being  in  agreement,  a  stone  with 
a  grain  which  will  enhance  the  object 
to  be  portrayed  is  picked.  The  stone, 
grain  and  object  thus  combined  may 
be  likened  to  picking  a  frame  for 
one’s  favorite  picture.  Now  comes  the 
finished  sketch  and  the  monument  is 
covered  with  a  rubberized  substance 
to  withstand  sandblasting.  Letters, 
dates,  names  and  theme  are  then  cut 
out  of  the  protective  covering  and 
the  stone  moves  along  a  roller  belt  to 
be  sandblasted  on  special  equipment 
designed  m  the  Thompsons’  shop.  The 
competed  stone  is  then  transported 
to  the  site  and  placed  on  a  concrete 
foundation.  The  Thompsons  point 
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with  pride  to  the  tact  that  theirs  is  one 
business  where  the  product  can  be 
guaranteed  forever  with  the  deep  cut 
lettering  and  pictures  etched  by  sand 
in  the  tuneless  granite. 

The  greater  portion  of  the 
Ihompson's  work  is  found  at  Ocean 
V'iew  Cemetery,  operated  by  the 
City  ot  Astoria,  on  the  outskirts  of 
Warrenton,  but  other  examples  are 
in  Cireenwood,  a  privately  operated 
cemetery.  Iheir  work,  however,  cov¬ 
ers  the  entire  Lower  Columbia  area 
in  such  sites  as  Seaside,  Clatskanie, 


Svensen,  Rainierand  the  river  counties 
ot  Washington.  Iheir  workmanship 
also  has  been  recognized  elsewhere. 
Hxamples  ot  their  work  can  be  found 
in  Portland  and  other  cities  of  Oregon 
and  Washington. 

Dick  and  Denny’s  work  is  primarily 
grave  markers,  but  both  men  have  a 
sense  ot  civic  responsibility  which 
has  resulted  in  numerous  markers  to 
record  historic  events  of  the  area.  One 
of  the  best  examples  is  the  reminder 
that  hostile  Japanese  shells  landed  on 
the  continental  United  States  during 
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World  War  II.  Tlie  [apanese  .submarine 
I-25,  laid  oti  the  mouth  ot  the  Columbia 
on  lune  21,  1942  and  lobbed  shells  in 
the  area  ot  tort  Stevens.  Little  harm  re¬ 
sulted,  but  this  was  the  tirst  time  since 
the  War  ot  1S12  that  an  enemy  torce  had 
tired  on  the  U.S.  mainland.  When  the 
Clatsop  County  Historical  Society  de¬ 
cided  that  one  ot  the  sites  where  shells 
landed  should  be  suitably  marked 
the  Thompsons  were  consulted  and 
asked  tor  ideas  and  suggestions.  Not 
being  content  with  just  an  outline  ot 
a  submarine,  protracted  negotiations 
with  the  Mitsubishi  Shipyard,  Kobe, 
Japan,  resulted  in  the  forwarding  of 
a  set  ot  blueprints  used  by  that  yard 
in  the  construction  of  the  I-25.  From 
these  authentic  prints  the  submarine 
pictures  on  the  stone  is  a  scaled  down 
model  ot  the  actual  vessel  which  fired 
on  American  soil.  A  brief  description 
ot  the  attack  is  told  in  words  cut  into 
the  granite.  This  historic  object  is 
found  on  De  Laura  Beach  Road  near 
Fort  Stevens  and  Battery  Russell. 
Another  historic  marker  at  9th  and 
Exchange  in  Astoria  commemorates 
the  start  of  the  historic  fire  of  1922  that 
wiped  out  much  of  Astoria’s  business 
district.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
the  native  granite  used  in  this  marker 
came  from  an  area  of  the  “Burn”  in 
Tillamook  County. 

Another  stone  of  historic  signifi¬ 
cance  can  be  found  in  the  Pioneer 
Cemetery,  adjacent  to  Clatsop  Plains 
Pioneer  Presbyterian  church  on 
Clatsop  Plains.  Tliis  cemetery  dates 


from  ICS50.  During  a  recent  project  to 
map  and  locate  graves  ot  these  Oregon 
pioneers  ot  wagon  train  days,  a  small 
metal  marker  was  found  to  be  the 
only  identification  ot  the  grave  ot  Dr. 
Altred  C.  Kinney,  pioneer  physician 
ot  Oregon.  Dr.  Kinney  served  as  the 
first  and  also  the  fiftieth  president  ot 
the  Oregon  State  Medical  Society. 
He  helped  eliminate  typhoid  fever  in 
Oregon,  pertormed  the  first  surgery 
in  PortlancTs  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital, 
and  was  a  member  and  organizer  of 
the  first  State  Board  of  Health.  Tlie 
Clatsop  County  and  Oregon  State 
Medical  Societies,  on  hearing  of  this 
practically  unmarked  grave  site,  de¬ 
cided  that  a  suitable  memorial  should 
mark  the  site  ol  their  distinguished 
colleague.  The  tinal  work,  executed 
by  Astoria  Granite  Works,  depicts 
an  ancient  symbol  of  the  caduceus, 
denoting  medicine,  a  likeness  of  Dr. 
Kinney,  carved  in  stone  and  taken 
trom  a  picture  hanging  in  the  office 
ot  the  State  Society,  together  with  a 
citation  ot  his  lite’s  record  in  medicine, 
education  and  civic  afiairs. 

All  monuments  are  selected  for  final 
execution  with  two  thoughts  in  mind. 
The  grain  and  the  coloring  will  be 
chosen,  as  nearly  as  possible,  to  carry 
out  the  theme  and  the  principal  idea  to 
be  conveyed.  The  Lower  Columbia  is  a 
fishing  center  and  many  stones  carry 
a  replica  ot  a  fishing  boat  or  scene.  All 
boats  pictured  are  taken  trom  actual 
photographs  ot  the  owner’s  boat  and 
the  grain  is  chosen  to  appear  to  the 
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eye  that  the  boat  is  floating  or  moving 
in  the  waters  of  the  Columbia  River 
or  Pacific  C^cean.  Many  monuments 
depict  the  outdoors  and  hunting  and 
fishing  scenes.  Ihe  fisherman  is  shown 
casting  his  fly  into  a  favorite  stream. 
Ihere  is  an  elk  ascending  a  forested 
mountain.  Loggers’  memorials  depict 
fallen  and  standing  trees  with  atten¬ 
dant  forest  scenes  and  the  tools  of  their 
trade.  In  Ocean  View  Cemetery  is  a 
stone  with  the  crossed  golf  clubs  of  an 
ardenf  golfer  and  his  actual  signature, 
taken  from  a  check,  displaying  his 
name.  Another  shows  a  farmer  with 
his  favorite  horse  and  cart.  Nearby  ap¬ 
pears  a  log  truck  driver’s  resting  place, 
the  truck  so  exact  in  detail  that  one 
can  almost  identify  fhe  make  of  the 
vehicle.  Ihere  is  a  stone  remembering  a 
flyer  with  a  picture  of  his  own  airplane 
carved  into  the  granite.  If  you  will  seek 
it  out,  you  will  find  the  monument  of 
a  house  builder  which  depicts  a  partly 
completed  house  to  signify  his  work 
on  this  earth  had  not  been  completed 
but  signed  with  his  own  hand  in  the 
form  of  his  signature.  Ihe  Ihompsons 
point  with  pride  to  one  stone  which 
carries  out  the  ultimate  in  individual¬ 
ity.  Ihe  man  honored  loved  horses  and 
his  monument  depicts  a  horse  along 
with  his  boots  and  western  hat.  Ihe 
significant  tact  is  that  the  shape  and  the 
sketch  used  on  the  stone  was  prepared 
by  his  nine  year  olil  ilaughter  for  her 
Paddy’s  marker.  I-or  a  remembrance 
of’ old  times  on  the  Ciolumbia  River, 
consider  the  monument  of  a  former 


purser  of  the  luxurious  steamboat, 
the  “T. ).  Potter.”  Here  is  a  true  to  scale 
model  of  this  famous  riverboat  in  full 
steam  heading  down  the  river.  Many 
readers  will  be  familiar  with  the  book, 
’’Big  Sam,”  which  tells  of  the  early  life 
of  Sam  Churchill  in  the  lumber  camps 
of  Clatsop  County,  written  by  his  son. 
‘‘Big  Sam”  rests  at  Ocean  View  and  his 
monument  depicts  the  book  and  its 
title  with  a  logging  theme  to  show  his 
work  in  life. 

One  of  the  most  unusual  creations 
is  found,  not  in  the  Lower  Columbia 
area,  but  in  Northern  California. 
When  the  Coast  Cuard  opened  the  Air 
Station  at  Arcada,  the  members  of  the 
class  of  1956  United  States  Academy, 
determined  to  honor  the  memory  of 
one  of  their  classmates  who  crashed 
into  nearby  IVinidad  Head  while  op¬ 
erating  his  helicopter  during  extreme 
flood  conditions.  Astoria  Cranite 
Works  was  commissioned  to  create  a 
memorial  stone  in  honor  of  Lt.  Cdr. 
Ponald  Prince,  LkS.C'.C.,  to  be  erected 
at  the  station.  Ihe  stone,  in  addition  to 
citing  the  record  of  (.'dr.  Prince  shows 
a  C'oast  Cuard  helicopter  in  full  flight 
reaching  into  the  sky.  Iheme  of  the  de¬ 
sign  is  derived  from  the  familiar  Coast 
Cuard  slash  with  all  angles  cut  to  form 
the  shape  in  exact  proportions  of  the 
insignia,  together  with  the  number  of 
fhe  ill-fated  ship.  Perhaps  one  of  the 
best  examples  of  attention  to  detail  of 
these  craftsmen  and  artists  is  the  stone 
of  Led  van  der  \’eldt,  found  at  Ocean 
\'iew  Cemetery.  In  his  lifetime  he 
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had  been  engaged  in  the  construction 
business  and  had  often  operated  his 
own  crawler  tractor.  His  tamily  desired 
that  the  theme  of  the  tractor  should 
be  dominant  and  furnished  a  picture 
ot  the  machine.  Working  with  an  oval 
shaped  stone  the  finished  monument 
not  only  shows  the  crawler  tracks  but 
even  depicts  the  drive  wheels.  The 
entire  effect  as  viewed  from  a  short 
distance  is  that  of  motion  and  power 
ot  an  actual  tractor  at  work. 

We  are  told  by  the  Thompsons 
that  genealogical  data  is  becoming 
increasingly  important  to  individu¬ 
als  and  that  families  are  asking  that 
such  information  be  recorded  as  an 
aid  to  future  historians.  This  new 
trend  is  to  be  found  in  the  beautiful 
marker  of  former  State  Representative 
Joseph  M.  Dyer,  located  in  Greenwood 


Cemetery,  overlooking  Youngs  Bay 
near  Astoria.  Dyer  owned  Astoria 
Marine  Construction  Co.  and  had 
built  boats  for  many  years  including 
those  for  pleasure,  commercial  marine, 
and  navy  vessels.  He  had  his  own  sail¬ 
boat  and  one  of  his  great  hobbies  was 
sailing  in  Youngs  Bay.  His  monument 
carries  to  the  ultimate  the  personality, 
hobbies  and  activities  of  Mr.  Dyer.  To 
aid  the  genealogical  record  his  first  and 
middle  names  are  both  engraved.  For 
future  use,  the  first  and  maiden  name 
of  his  wife  occupy  the  rest  of  the  panel, 
with  important  dates  for  both.  Mr. 
Dyer’s  name  is  encircled  with  nautical 
rope  to  depict  his  marine  background. 

But  we  learn  that  the  Chinese  are 
way  out  in  front  in  keeping  the  genea¬ 
logical  record.  In  Astoria’s  heycfay  as  a 
fishing  center  the  canneries  employed 
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many  Chinese,  most  of  whom  had 
been  born  m  C'hma.  If  such  a  person 
died  in  the  United  States  his  normal 
burial  would  take  place  in  this  country. 

But  every  fifty  years  it  was  the 
custom  to  exhume  the  remains  and 
transport  the  bones  back  to  the  home¬ 
land.  It  was  not  enough  to  .send  them 
back  to  just  any  place  in  China.  Rather 
they  were  to  be  returned  to  the  in¬ 
dividual's  native  village,  province  or 
city  to  properly  join  their  ancestors. 
For  this  reason  the  Lower  Columbia 
is  dotted  with  monuments  covered 
w  i  t  h  C  h  i  n  ese  c  h  a  r  ac  t  e  rs .  A  t  ra  n  s  1  a  t  i  o  n 
would  reveal  that  it  not  only  covers  the 
vital  statistics  ot  the  deceased  but  also 
gives  a  complete  family  history  and 
locates  his  precise  origins  in  China.  All 


of  this  to  insure  that  he  will  be  properly 
re-interred  with  his  honored  ancestors. 

Any  tour  of  Ocean  View  Cemetery 
or  other  cemeteries  served  by  Astoria 
Cranite  Works  will  provide  the  visitor 
to  the  North  Coast  area  a  chance  to 
reflect  on  the  life  and  times  of  those 
who  rest  m  this  area. 

Ihcre  is  no  need  to  have  known  the 
person  or  to  guess  at  his  trade,  occupa¬ 
tion  or  hobby.  7he  monuments  express 
for  all  time  the  story  of  the  deceased 
carved  in  timeless  granite.  Many 
men  and  women  have  left  their  mark 
on  the  world  by  their  talents  m  the 
various  fields  of  art.  Pick  and  Penny 
Ihompson  and  their  father,  Paul,  have 
left  enduring  monuments  of  their  own 
artistry  in  the  public  view  for  all  time 
to  come. 
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Random  House  Dictionary  of  the 
English  Language,  The  Unabridged 
Edition 


Skates,  a  Doc; 


S^OMEWH  ERE  AT  TH  E  top  of  1  ith  Street 
in  Astoria  is  the  burial  site  ot  Skates, 
a  dog  loved  by  many  who  knew  him. 
The  story  about  Skates  appeared  in 
the  Aionung  Astorian  in  March  1901. 
He  belonged  to  the  Bittner  Theater 
Company  that  traveled  to  Astoria: 

“Skates”  was  gitted  with  a  rare 
degree  ot  intelligence,  and  instances 
are  many  and  varied  in  support  of 
the  declaration.  When  the  company 
played  at  Fort  Bend,  Montana,  the 
proprietor  of  the  hotel  refused  to 
allow  the  dog  in  the  rooms  occupied 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Bittner  but 
insisted  that  he  spend  the  night  in  the 
office.  Sometime  after  midnight  the 
occupants  ot  the  hotel  were  aroused 
by  hearing  “Skates”  barking  with  a 
vigor  born  of  desperation.  Tlie  hotel 
proprietor  came  out  and  declared 
that  Mr.  Bittner  had  brought  the 


dog  upstairs  against  his  orders.  Tliey 
located  the  direction  from  which 
the  barking  came  and  following  it  up 
found  an  incipient  blaze  that  would 
have  proved  a  holocaust  but  for  the 
timely  discovery.  It  was  the  old  story 
ot  a  gas  jet-evening  breeze — swaying 
curtains — dangerous  blaze,  and  after 
it  was  extinguished  Mr.  Bittner  missed 
the  dog.  He  asked  the  hotel  man  where 
he  had  put  him.  “In  my  bed.”  Was  the 
reply  and  thereafter  there  were  no 
more  naps  on  a  cold  office  floor. 

“Skates,”  a  Great  Dane  of  the  pur¬ 
est  breeding,  had  been  the  constant 
companion  of  Mrs.  Bittner.  On  two 
instances,  at  La  Grande,  Oregon,  and 
at  Victor,  Colorado,  ill-advised  youths 
of  the  towns  made  bold  to  attempt 
advances.  But  the  dog  was  as  effective  a 
protector  as  her  husband  with  his  con¬ 
siderable  avoirdupois,  and  despite  her 
indignation  at  the  impertinences  she 
found  it  difficult  to  control  a  smile  of 
amusement  at  the  completeness  of  the 
routing.  A  dozen  and  one  tales  are  told 
of  the  beast’s  sagacity.  On  one  occasion 
when  the  company  was  playing  a  date 
at  Aberdeen,  Washington,  “Skates” 
was  left  at  the  hotel.  He  had  never  been 
in  the  city  before  and  when  he  started 
out  to  find  the  theater  he  displayed 
an  example  of  deductive  reasoning, 
as  practiced  by  Sherlock  Holmes 
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that  would  have  done  credit  to  any 
animal.  He  associated  music  with  the 
play  house,  probably  because  of  what 
billy  Baxter  called  “trembly  music” 
that  the  orchestra  used  to  play  when 
he  was  pursuing  the  escaping  slave 
girl.  So  he  started  down  the  street  for 
a  lighted  resort  from  which  the  strains 
ol  music  were  issuing.  I  le  poked  open 
the  door,  but  one  look  satisfied  him.  It 
was  a  saloon,  and  the  intelligent  dog, 
knowing  that  Mr.  Bittner  never  fre¬ 
quents — but  that’s  another  story.  I'o 
cut  the  incident  short  he  investigated 
several  resorts  ol  a  like  nature,  finally 
bringing  up  at  the  theater.  Passing  the 
door  keeper  he  walked  leisurely  down 
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The  Hand  of  Civilization 

Gradually  the  ruthless  hand  ot 
civilization  is  performing  its  work 
of  destruction,  and  one  by  one 
new-fangled  notions  from  the 
I  east  are  supplanting  the  western 
(Customs.  The  graveyard  in  the 
I  center  of  Main  street,  in  the  town 
I  of  Elkhorn,  Montana,  has  been 
'abolished,  and  the  dead  have 
'  been  disinterred  and  removed.  In 
'  the  early  days  it  was  customary  to 
'  bury  the  dead  man  wherever  he 
happened  to  be  shot,  but  hereaf¬ 
ter  a  cemetery  will  be  established 
outside  of  the  city  limits. 
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the  aisle,  jumped  to  the  stage,  made  a 
dignified  exit  and  went  downstairs  to 
the  dressing  rooms. 

Afteryears  oftravel  with  the  Bittner 
Theater  Company,  Skates  came  down 
w'ith  an  illness  that  no  one  could  cure 
and  as  he  suffered  more  each  day  the 
decision  was  made  to  bring  it  to  a  final 
end.  Chloroform  was  used  to  put  him 
to  sleep  from  which  he  did  not  awaken. 
The  men  of  the  theater  company  made 
up  a  small  funeral  procession  and 
interred  Skates  at  the  highest  point 
of  the  hill  on  nth  Street  and  placed  a 
headboard  on  his  grave  with  the  words, 
“Paithful  Skates.”  '/*> 
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Burial  Customs  in 
Florida 

It  is  considered  so  unlucky  in 
Florida  to  be  the  first  person  bur¬ 
ied  in  a  cemetery  that  the  friends 
of  the  deceased  person  whose 
body  was  destined  to  meet  that 
fate  averted  it  by  burying  a  log  of 
wood  in  advance  of  his  interment. 
In  the  other  states  of  the  Union  it 
is  considered  unlucky  to  be  buried 
at  any  time. 
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